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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1 . Acreage 

262,798 

262,798 

262,756 

9.  Lopulatxon  (estimated  civilian)  .. 

28,435 

28,946 

28,927 

1 

3.  Persons  married  per  1,000  population  .. 

6.9 

6.1 

5.5  ! 

! 

A.  Number  of  live  births  (corrected) 

596 

554 

481  j 

5.  Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

21 .0 

19.1 

16.6 

6.  Illegitimate  Birth-rate  per  1,000  Births 

5.4 

5.4 

8.1 

7.  Infant  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births 

40 

32 

33 

8.  Number  of  Maternal  Deaths 

- 

1 

3 

\ 

9.  Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . . 

11 

6 

• 

10 

10.  Number  of  Deaths  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

11 

6 

7 

11.  Death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
per  1 ,000  population  . . . . 

.39 

.21 

.35 

12.  Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
per  1,000  population  « < . . 

.39 

.21 

.24 

13.  Number  of  Deaths  (corrected)  - All  causes 

340 

31 8 

305 

14.  Death-rate  - All  causes 

12.0 

11.0 

10.5 

STAFF 

The  staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  consists  of  the  Regional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  also  acts 
as  School  Medical  Officer,  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  a part-time  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer.  In  connection 
vath  the  School  Health  Services,  there  are  two  part-time  Dental  Surgeons. 

The  welfare  aspects  of  the  Local  Authority's  duties  are  under  the 
executive  control  of  the  Welfare  Officer. 

The  Sanitary  Staff  comprises  one  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  two 

assistants . 
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In  accordance  vrith  the  requirements  of  the  Department  General 
of  Health  for  Scotland,  I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1949  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  County 
of  Kincardine  and  of  the  Burghs  of  Stonehaven,  Banchory,  Laurence- 
kirk and  Inverbervie. 


The  year  1949  saw  the  introduction  of  many  changes 
brought  about  through  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act  in  the  previous  year.  This  Act 
changed  the  whole  future  of  health  administration.  The  Isolation 
Hospital  in  Stonehaven,  which  had  served  such  a useful  purpose 
in  connection  with  the  segregation  of  infectious  cases,  was 
handed  over  to  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Wood cot  Home  was  also  transferred  to  that  Board.  With  regard  to 
the  Tuberculosis  Services,  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospital 
Board  are  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  tuberculous  cases  in 
institutions  and  the  Local  Authority  for  the  supervision  of 
domiciliary  cases.  It  must,  however,  be  emphasised  that  the  pre- 
ventive aspects  of  tuberculosis  are  as  important  as  the  institu- 
tional,. Then  again,  the  Maternity  Services,  which  had  been  very 
effectively  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Maternity 
Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937,  were  disrupted  and  the  control  is 
now  administered  partly  by  the  Local  Authority,  partly  by  the 
Executive  Council  and  partly  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


The  duti.es  which  still  remain  with  the  Local  Authority 
are  contained  in  the  projjosals  for  the  Discharge  of  Functions 
which  were  duly  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 

Two  other  Acts  came  into  operation  at  the  same  time, 
vis.,  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  the  Children  Act.  The 
former  brought  about  the  final  break-up  of  the  Poor  Law  and  has 
created  an  entirely  new  service  based  on  the  modern  conception 
of  social  welfare.  The  latter  now  gives  to  the  Local  Authority 
extensive  powers  to  deal  with  children  who  are  deprived  of  a 
normal  home  life,  either  temporarily  or  permanently.  The 
provisions  of  the  Children  Act  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Children'  c Officer  who  is  directly  responsible  to  the  Children's 
Committee,  the  latter  in  turn  rapori-.iug  direct  to  the  County  Council 


The  population  of  the  County,  including  the  Burghs,  Population 
is  28,927  as  compared  with  28,946  in  1948  - a doorcase  of  19 . 

The  birth-rate  in  the  County  in  1949  was  16.6;  in  Birth-rate 

1948  it  was  1 9 cl  and  in  1947  21.0.  ~ 


In  1949,  there  were  4.7  cases  of  scarleb  fever  as  com-  Infections 

par. .1  with  85  in  1948.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  only  Disease 

19  cases  notified  in  1947.  No  deaths  occurred  amongst  the 
case 3 notified  in  1 949 . There  was  one  confirmed  case  of  diph- 

theria . 


The  four  Child  Welfare  Centres  continued  to  operate  in 
the  Burghs  and  the  number  of  clinic  sessions  has,  in  each  case, 
been  increased.  The  infant  mortality  rate  - the  number  of 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  per  1 ,000  live  births  - was 
35  as  compared  with  32  in  1948  and  1+0  in  1947. 


Maternity 
and  Child 
Welfare 
Services 


In  the  County,  there  are  15  health  visitor- nurses 
who  cany  out  combined  duties,  i.e.,  they  attend  to  the 
ordinary  sick,  they  are  present  at  confinements  and  they  also, 
in  their  health  visiting  capacity,  undertake  valuable  pre- 
ventive v/ork , 


Home  Nursing 
Midwifery  and 
Health  Visiting 


It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  transfer 
of  the  nurses  from  the  several  Nursing  Associations  to  the  County 
Council  was  effected  with  a great  degree  of  co-operation  and 

harmony . 
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The  routine  medical  inspection  of  school  children 
was  carried  out  without  interruption  and  a separate  section 
dealing  with  this  aspect  of  the  work  is  contained  in  the  body 
of  this  Report. 

The  value  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  has 
been  fully  recognised,  but,  with  the  decline  of  the  disease, 
it  would  be  most  unfortunate  if  the  public  became  complacent. 
The  Scheme  should  be  continued  with  the  utmost  vigour. 

In  1949,  the  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  was  7«  This  gives  a death  rate  of  .24  as  com- 
pared with  a death  rate  of  .21  in  1948-  There  were  3 deaths 
from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis . 

I wish  again  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  assistance  given  by  the  Council,  by  the  County  Clerk, 
by  the  Director  of  Education,  and  by  the  medical,  dental  and 
clerical  staffs . 


HARRY  J.  RAE0 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 
The  Briars, 
Stonehaven. 

31st  May,  1951 . 


School  Health 
Services 
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Immunisation 


Tuberculosis 
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SECTION  I 

Survey  of  the  Health  of  t.  . County 
1.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  - 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  to  the  middle  of 
the  year,  was  28,927.  In  1948  the  estimated  population  was  23,946, 

Births  - 

The  total  number  of  births,  the  birth-rates,  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  and  the  illegitimate  birth-rates  during  the  past  four  years  were  as 
follows : - 


Year 

) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Birth-rates 
- . 

Illegitimate 

Births 

Illegitimate 
Birth-rates  ' 

J 

! 

1946 

268 

262 

530 

18.8 

51 

9.6 

1947 

300 

296 

596 

21  .0 

32 

5.4 

1948 

314 

240 

554 

19.1 

30 

— 

5.4 

1949 

231 

250 

481 

( 

16.6 

39 

8.1 

Marriages  - 

The  number  of  marriages  and  the  marriage- rates  in  1946,  1947,  1948  and 
1949  are  given  hereunder: - 

In  1946,  the  number  of  marriages  was  1 96  and  the  rate  wes  7.0 
In  1947,  " " " " " 196  " » " " 6.9 

In  1948,  " " » " » 177  " •'  " " 6.1 

In  1949,  " " " " » 159  " » » » 5.5 

Deaths  - 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates  for  the  years  1946,.  1947,  1948 
and  1949  were  as  follows :- 


Year 

Number 

Males 

Females 

Death-rate 

1946 

330 

178 

152 

12.1 

1947 

340 

170 

176 

12.0 

1948 

318 

158 

160 

11  .0 

1949 

305 

147 

158 

10.5 

The/ 
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The  accompanying  Table  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  years  1946,  1947, 
1948  and  1949. 


Causes  of  Death 

! 1946 

1 54-7 

1948 

1949 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  other  Circulatory 

CM 

1 2 H 

125 

! 

124 

Diseases 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  other  Diseases 

38 

50 

50 

1 

55 

of  Nervous  System 

Respiratory  Diseases  - 

i 

Bronchitis 

12 

2 

6 

4 

Pneumonia 

9 

13 

12 

6 

Other 

5 

5 

1 

1 

Cancer 

40 

50 

46 

33 

Tuberculosis  - 

Pulmonary 

12 

11 

6 

7 

Non-pulmona  ry 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Kidney,  etc.,  Diseases 

13 

26 

11 

13 

Chief  Epidemic  Diseases  - 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Measles 

- 

1 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- | 

- 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

- 

Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

/ 

2 

1 

- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System,  including 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

9 

8 

10 

11 

Influenza 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Conditions 

2 

- 

1 

3 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy 

17 

11 

10 

11 

Violence,  including  Suicide 

11 

12 

14 

10 

Other  Causes 

26 

21 

1:0 

21 

TOTALS 

330 

340 

3 18 

305 

By  far  the  commonest  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  other 
circulatory  disorders.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was  33  as  compared  with 

46  in  1 943 . 
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2 . MORBIDITY  and  MORTALITY  from  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(a)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 

diseases  in  1 949,  the  nimber  notified  being  95  as  compared  with  142  in  1 948 

and  1 02  in  1 947 . 

Scarlet  Fever  - During  1949,  there  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
this  disease,  47  cases  being  notified  as  compared  with  85  in 
1948.  In  1947,  only  19  cases  were  notified.  The  distribution 
of  the  cases  was  fairly  general  throughout  the  County.  All 
the  cases  were  mild  in  character,  and  were  treated  in  hospital. 
No  deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  - One  confirmed  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  County.  This  case,  an  adult  female,  had 
never  been  immunised.  She  made  a good  recovery. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year,  an  intensive  campaign 
against  diphtheria  was  undertaken  and  as  a result  635 
children  received  two  inoculations,  320  of  these  being 
children  under  school  age. 

With  regard  to  re- immunisation,  2,280  children  received 
maintenance  injections;  19  of  these  were  children  of 
pre-school  age. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis)  - For  the  second  consecutive  year, 
no  case  of  this  disease  was  notified. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  - One  case  of  puerperal  fever  occurred. 

The  case  was  successfully  treated  in  hospital.  There  were 
no  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  - One  case  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  occurred  during  the 
year  under  review.  This  case  was  admitted  to  hospital  and 
made  a good  recovery. 

In  addition,  two  notifications  of  pneumococcal  meningitis 
were  received.  Both  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  one 
of  them  unfortunately  died. 

Erysipelas  - Seven  cases  were  notified,  one  of  these  being  admitted  to 
hospital.  Three  cases  were  notified  in  1948. 

Acute  Infective  Jaundice  - No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Malaria  - No  notifications  were  received . 

Pneumonia  - Thirty-three  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  25  in  1948. 

Seven  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  Six  deaths  occurred, 
two  of  the  victims  being  infants  under  one  year  and  one  a 
man  over  65  years  of  age . 

Undulant  Fever  - No  cases  were  notified. 

Smallpox  and  Encephalitis  Lethargica  - As  in  1948,  no  notification  of  these 
diseases  was  received. 

Opnthalmia  Neonatorum  - One  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified. 

The  case  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  made  a satisfactory 
recovery. 

Dysentery  - Four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with 

23  during  1948.  Three  of  the  cases  occurred  amongst 
members  of  one  family  which  was  engaged  in  a dairy  business , 

All  four  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  and  recovered. 

(b)  Non- notifiable/ 
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(b)  Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


The  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  chickenpox,  whooping  cough, 
mumps,  measles  and  german  measles.  Whooping  cough  became  a compulsorily 
notifiable  disease  on  1st  January,  1950.  There  is  no  measure  of  the  true 
incidence  of  infectious  diseases  which  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable  and 
the  only  means  of  ascertaining  their  occurence  is  from  information  given  by 
teachers,  attendance  officers  and  occasionally  by  general  practitioners. 


5.  GENERAL 

Health  Education  - 

During  the  months  of  February  and  March  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education  conducted  a series  of  meetings  in  schools  and  public  halls  in  their 
campaign  for  "positive"  health.  In  addition  to  meetings  for  children  held 
in  the  schools,  meetings  for  adults  were  conducted  in  the  evenings  in  the 
Burghs  of  Banchory  and  Inverbervie.  A meeting  for  adults  at  Laurencekirk 
had  to  be  cancelled  on  account  of  a very  severe  snowstorm.  Despite  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  the  meetings  for  scholars  and  adults  were  attended 
by  approximately  1030  children  and  100  adults. 


4. 


these243  were  live  births  and  3 still  births.  Of  the  total  number  of  con- 
finements.. 33  occurred  in  institutions  and  i 6 3 in  the  women's  own  homes. 

Several  cases  were  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  of  the  National  He* 1th 
Service  (Scotland)  Act , 1947  - in  46  cases,  doctors  were  engaged  and  were 
present  at  the  confinements;  in  104  cases,  doctors  were  engaged  but  were  not 
present  at  the  confinements;  in  2 cases  the  midwife  alone  was  present,  no 
doctor  having  been  engaged.  There  were  other  11  domiciliary  cases,  in  all 
of  which  doctors  and  private  practising  midwives  were  engaged. 

Thei _ was  only  one  domiciliary  case  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
by  a midwife  under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915* 

Eleven  of  the  health-visitor/nurses  in  the  County  are  qualified  to 
administer  analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requi  rements  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Scotland.  In  addition,  one  midwife  working  in  an 
Institution  is  also  so  qualified.  During  she  year  under  review,  10  domiciliary 
midwives  received  training  in  the  administration  of  analgesics . 

All  the  health- visitor/nurses  in  the  County,  15  in  number,  had  the  use 
of  cars  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(7)  Health  Visiting. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  health-visitor/nurses  during  the  year 
appears  in  the  subjoined  table. 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  year 


Expectant 

Mothers 

Children 
under  1 
year  of  age 

Children 
between  the 
ages  of  1 and  5 

Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Other 

Cases 

Total  \ 

I 

Visits  ; 
Paid  J 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

1 

! 

127 

450 

420 

3,974 

310 

5,486 

4 

88 

- 

- 

! 

10,859 

There  are  in  the  County  no  health  visitors  employed  by  voluntary 
organisations . 

(8)  Home/ 
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(3)  Home  Nursing. 


The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  health- visit or/nurses  in  their 
capacity  as  home  nurses  was  1,045,  and  the  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  these 
cases  was  18,976.  No  sick  nursing  was  carried  out  through  the  agency  of  any 
voluntary  organisation. 

(9)  Domestic  Help  Scheme. 

Only  one  domestic  help  was  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  She  was 
engaged  on  a whole-time  basis  and  attended  12  cases,  with  an  average  period  of 
assistance  of  14  days. 

(10)  Maternal  Mortality. 

Three  women  died  from  causes  associated  with  pregnancy  and  child-birth, 
as  compared  with  one  in  1948.  The  causes  of  death  were  post-partum  haemorrhage, 
eclampsia  and  labour  complicated  by  congenital  heart  disease. 

(11)  Infant  Mortality. 

Sixteen  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  in  1949,  as  com- 
pared with  18  in  1948.  Of  the  16  who  died,  9 were  males  and  7 females.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was,  therefore,  33  as  compared  with  J>2  in  1948  and  40  in 
1947 . The  corresponding  infant  mortality  rates  for  all  Scotland  were: 

1949  - 41;  1948  - 45;  1947  - 56. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  under; - 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  .,  11 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  . . . . . . 2 

Diarrhoea  . . . . . . . . . , - 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Whooping  C ough  . . . . . . . . 

Other  causes  . . . . . . . . 3 

TOTAL  ..  16 


(12)  Deaths  of  Children  between  1 and  5 years . 

Three  children  died  between  the  ages  of  1 and  3 years  of  age  and  the  causes 
of  death  were  pneumonia  in  2 cases  and  digestive  disorder  in  -tian.  -remaining  case. 

(13)  Still  Births. 

The  corrected  number  of  still  births  was  9 and  this  gives  a still-birth 
rate  of  18.0  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  In  1949,  the  still-birth  rate 
for  all  Scotland  was  27 . 


2.  SCHOOL/ 
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2 .  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  following  information  relates  to  the  period  from  1st  August,  1948,  to 
31st  July,  1949* 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


28,927 


39 

5 


4,507 

4,132  (91 .7%) 

3 . Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools . 

Playgrounds  - playgrounds  at  the  following  schools  were  resurfaced  with 
Tarmac  during  the  summer  holidays:-  Raemoir  and  Strachan  playgrounds  in 
the  Banchory  area  and  Tewel  Playground  in  the  Stonehaven  area. 

Sanitary  Improvements  - Sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at 
Castleton  Public  School  in  the  Laurencekirk  area,  and,  as  a new  Water  Scheme 
for  the  villages  of  Fettercairn,  Luthermuir  and  Marykirk  is  at  present  under 
construction,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  sanitary  arrangements  will  be 
reconstructed  in  this  area  in  the  near  future. 

4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

A.  Medical  Inspection  - In  addition  to  medical  inspection  in  connection 
with  the  four  usual  age-groups,  viz.:-  entrants,  9-year  olds,  13-year  olds 
and  16-year  olds,  there  was  also  carried  out  an  examination,  so  far  as 
visual  acuity  and  hearing  were  concerned,  of  all  children  born  in  the 
year  1941.  In  this  special  age  group,  365  children  (173  boys  and  192 
girls)  were  examined.  With  regard  to  visual  acuity,  30  children  (1 6 boys 
and  14  girls)  had  "fair"  vision,  while  7 children  (3  boys  and  4 girls)  had 
"bad"  vision.  As  for  hearing,  2 children  (1  boy  and  1 girl)  were 
classified  as  defective,  both  being  in  hearing  Grade  Ila. 

A Minor  Ailments  Clinic  has  never  been  in  existence  in  the  County  of 
Kincardine  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  establish  such  Clinics  in  any  of  the 
Burghs.  Physically  defective  children  are  meantime  referred  to  their  o wn 
doctors  for  advice  and  treatment. 

B . System  and  extent  of  dental  inspection  and  treatment. 

In  the  previous  year,  the  Council  had  the  services  of  one  dentist 
stationed  at  Stonehaven  who  was  practically  a whole-time  official  although 
he  was  allowed  to  engage  in  private  dental  practice  outwith  school  hours . 
Another  part-time  dentist  was  stationed  at  Banchory. 

During  the  year  under  review,  however,  both  dentists  gave  up  their 
appointments  with  the  Council  in  the  early  part  of  1949  with  the  result 
that  the  number  of  children  inspected  and  treated  did  not  compare  favourably 
with  what  happened  in  previous  years . 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  have  laid  special  stress  on  the 
dental  needs  of  children  - both  pre-school  and  school  children  - and  of 
expectant/ 


1 . Population  (estimated)  of  the  area 

2.  Number  of  Schools :- 


(a)  Primary  ) 

b)  Secondary)  Under  Education  Authority 

c)  (i)  Special  Schools 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools 
(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education 

Authority  and  under  medical  inspection 


Number  of  children  on  the  registers 
Number  of  children  in  average  attendance 
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expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  Unfortunately  the  treatment  that  could  be  under- 
taken in  the  County  embraced  only  school  children  the  other  categories  not  being 
dealt  with  at  all. 

C . School  Nursing  and  arrangements  for  following-up. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  to  operate  as  from  5th  July,  1948, 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  As  previously  stated,  the  County  Council 
are  now  the  direct  employers  of  the  health- visitor/ nurses . 

D.  Co-ordination  with  the  public  health  service  and  with  other  departments 
of  the  authority  which  render  services  to  children. 

The  Executive  Officer  for  the  School  Health  Services  is  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  co-ordination  of  the  health  services  in  Kincardineshire 
is  very  intimate. 

E.  Co-operation  with  voluntary  bodies  and  other  outside  agencies . 


In  the  past,  a close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  voluntary  hospitals  in 
Aberdeen  and  with  the  Cripples’  Welfare  Association  for  the  North-East  of  Scotland. 
The  voluntary  hospitals  in  Aberdeen  have,  however,  been  transferred  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  also  has  the  Cripples'  Association  but 
the  same  close  co-operation  continues  to  exist. 

F .  Co-operation  with  teachers  and  parents  with  special  reference  to  the 
attendance  of  parents  at  inspections. 

Parents  are  invited  to  be  present  when  their  children  are  examined.  The 
parents  are  informed  of  the  date  and  hour  of  visit  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 
Whilst  many  parents  in  the  Burghs  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity,  very  few, 
unfortunately,  in  the  rural  areas  attend  during  routine  medical  examination. 

The  findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

The  number  of  children  who  were  examined  systematically  was  1,178,  while 
365  children  born  in  the  year  1941  were  examined  for  visual  acuity  and  hearing 
only.  To  these  there  fall  to  be  added  382  children  who  were  re-examined  and 
171  special  cases  who  were  submitted  for  examination  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  those  boys  and 
girls  who  were  measured  and  weighed. 


(a)  BOYS 


No.  of 

Average  Age 

Average  Height 

Average  Weight 

Children 

in  years 

in  inches 

in  lbs . 

8 

4 9/12 

41.9 

39.9 

150 

5 6/12 

44.4 

45.1 

51 

6 3/12 

45.8 

48.6 

176 

9 6/12 

53.1 

66 .4 

6 

10  2/12 

54.1 

64.1 

159 

13  6/12 

60.4 

93.0 

12 

14 

62.5 

100.7 

14 

16  4/12 

68.2 

128.3 

(b)  GIRLS 

6 

4 10/12 

42.0 

40.0 

150 

5 6/12 

43.9 

42.4 

57 

6 3/12 

44.6 

44.0 

195 

9 6/12 

52.3 

62.3 

4 

10 

52.7 

67.2 

148 

13  6/12 

62.1 

97.0 

5 

14 

62.4 

97.6 

35 

16  5/12 

65.1 

126.9 

2 

17 

64.0 

116.5 

The/ 
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The  findings  of  systematic  medical  examinations  were  as  follows 


Number 

Number 

Percentage 

Examined 

Defective 

Defective 

Clothing  unsatisfactory 

1,178 

5 

.42 

Footgear  unsatisfactory 

tt 

5 

.42 

Cleanliness  - 

(a)  Head  (1)  Dirty 

ft 

1 

.08 

(2)  Nits 

ft 

14 

1 .18 

(3)  Vermin 

tf 

6 

.50 

(b)  Body  (1)  Dirty 

It 

5 

.42 

(2)  Verminous 

ft 

— 

— 

Skin  - 

(a)  Head  - Ringworm 

i) 

- 

- 

Impetigo 

If 

1 

.08 

Other  Diseases 

ft 

3 

.25 

(b)  Body  - Ringworm 

»f 

- 

- 

Impetigo 

tf 

- 

- 

Scabies 

ft 

1 

.08 

Other  Diseases 

tt 

3 

.25 

Nutritional  State  - 

Slightly  Defective 

tt 

79 

6.70 

Bad 

tf 

- 

- 

Mouth  and  Teeth  unhealthy 

tf 

8 

.68 

Naso-pharynx  - 

(a)  Nose  (1)  Obstruction  requiring 

observation 

tf 

1 

.08 

(2)  Obstruction  requiring 

treatment 

tf 

2 

. 1 6 

(3)  Other  conditions 

ft 

14 

1 .18 

(b)  Throat  (1)  Tonsils  requiring 

observation 

tf 

136 

11.54 

(2)  Tonsils  requiring 

treatment 

ft 

19 

1 .61 

(c)  Glands  (1)  Requiring  observation 

tf 

96 

8.15 

(2)  Requiring  treatment 

ft 

4 

.33 

Eyes  - 

(a)  External  Diseases  - 

Blepharitis 

tf 

11 

.93 

Corneal  Opacities 

ft 

1 

.08 

Strabismus 

ft 

11 

.93 

Conjunctivitis 

tf 

3 

.25 

Other  Diseases 

ff 

6 

.50 

(b)  Visual  Acuity  with/without  glasses. 

756 

77 

6.53 

Fair  Vision 

ft 

-7-7 

6.53 

Bad  Vision 

tf 

25 

2.12 

Recommended  for  Refraction 

\ $178 

z'Ci 

2.37 

9 . Ears/ 
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Number 

Examined 


'j . Ears  - 

(a)  Diseases  - Otorrhoea 

1,178 

Other 

ft 

(b)  Defective  Hearing  - Grade  I 

tf 

Ila 

It 

lib 

It 

III 

II 

!0.  Speech  - Defective  Articulation 

II 

Stammering 

II 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions  - 

[a)  Backward 

II 

b}  Dull 

II 

(c)  Mentally  Deficient  (Educable) 

tl 

(d)  " " (ineducable) 

II 

(e)  Highly  nervous  or  unstable 

II 

(f)  Difficult  in  behaviour 

II 

12.  Circulatory  System  - 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease 

(1)  Congenital 

II 

(2)  Acquired 

II 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 

II 

1 3 . Lungs  - 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

II 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

II 

Other  Diseases 

II 

14.  Deformities  - 

(a)  Congenital 

II 

(b)  Acquired  (infantile  Paralysis) 

II 

(c)  " (Rickets) 

II 

(d)  " (Other  Causes) 

II 

15. 

Infectious  Disease 

II 

16. 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects 

tl 

17. 

Classification  (See  Table  III)  - 

Group  Ha 

II 

Group  Hb 

II 

Group  He 

II 

Group  III 

II 

Group  iVa 

II 

Group  IVb 

II 

Number  notified  to  parents  as  suffering 
from  defects 

II 

Number 

Defective 


1 

4 

2 


2 

2 


2 

if 

13 

6 

8 

1 

1 

2 


11 


77 

8 

15 

56 

4 

75 


Percentage 

Defective 


.08 

.33 

.16 


. 1 6 
.16 


.42 


.16 

.33 

1 .10 


.50 


.68 

.08 

.08 

. 1 6 


.93 


6.53 

.68 

1 .27 
4.75 
.33 
6 . 36 


/ 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 


TABLE  I 


Total  Number  of  Children  examined  at: 


A . Systematic  Examinations . 

Systematic  Other  Systematic 
Examinations  Examinations 


Ordinary  and 

Entrants 

422 

- 

Secondary 

Second  Age  Group 

381 

— 

Schools  - 

Third  Age  Group 

324 

- 

Fourth  Age  Group 

51 

— 

TOTAL 

1,178 

- 

B.  Other  Examinations. 


Special  Cases  171 

Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers  382 

TOTAL  . . 553 


Number  of  children,  inspected  at  systematic  examinations,  who  were  notified 
to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental 
caries) : - 


Entrants 

25 

Second  Age  Group 

29 

Third  Age  Group 

21 

Fourth  Age  Group 

— ___ 

75 

TABLE/ 
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TABLE  IV 


Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  County 


Disability 

At  Ordinary 
Schools 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

At  no  School 
or  Institution 

Total 

. Blind 

- 

2 

- 

2 

l.  Partially  sighted  - 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in 
which  the  curriculum 
of  an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition 

1 

1 

Other  conditions  of 
the  eye,  e.g.,  cataract, 
ulceration,  etc.,  which 
render  the  child  unable 
to  be  taught  at  an 
ordinary  school 

5.  Deaf  - 

Grade  I 

1 

1 

Grade  Ila 

14 

- 

- 

14 

Grade  lib 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grade  III 

- 

4 

- 

4 

+.  Defective  Speech  - 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation 
requiring  special  educa- 
tional measures 

(b)  Stammering  requiring 
special  educational 
measures 

rr 

5.  Mentally  Defective  (children 
between  5 and  16  years)  - 
(a)  Educable  (i.Q.  approx. 
50-70) 

4 

1 

5 

(b)  Ineducable  (i.Q.  gener- 
ally less  than  50) 

1 

1 

2 

6.  Epilepsy  - 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

1 

1 

(bj 

Severe  (suitable  for 
care  in  a residential 
school 

1 

1 

7.  Physically  Defective  (children 
between  5 and  16  years)  - 
(a)  Non-respiratory  Tuber- 
culosis (excluding 
cervical  glands) 

1 

1 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  Con- 
ditions 

4 

4 

1 Organic  Heart  Disease 

6 

_ 

6 

(a 

1 Other  causes  of  ill- 

mm 

1 

mm 

1 

health 

Multiple  Defects 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Medical  Treatment. 


A.  Minor  Ailments. 

All  cases  suffering  from  minor  ailments  were  referred  to  their  family 
doctors  for  treatment.  The  school  nurse  visited  the  homes  and,  where  it  was 
found  that  necessary  treatment  had  not  been  carried  out,  she  encourages  the 
parents  to  have  the  defects  attended  to. 


■ 


b.  B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Report  by  Mr.  Charles  Cockburn,  School  Oculist 


No.  of  children  examined 


No.  of  children  with  refraction 
No.  of  new  spectacles  ordered 

Analysis  of  Refraction  Errors . 

errors 

• • 

• « 
• e 

Hyp  e rme  t r op  ia 

10 

= 14 % 

Myopia 

10 

= 14# 

Myopic  Astigmatism 

8 

= 1 2# 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 

16 

= 24 # 

Mixed  Astigjnatism 

12 

= ■ 17# 

Emmet r op ia 

13 

= 19# 

Pathological  Conditions  met  with  were  as  follows 


72 

69 

40 


Internal  concomitant  strabismus  . . 2 
Corneal  Nebulae  . . . . 1 
Styes  . . . . . . 1 


C . Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment) . 


All  cases  were  in  the  first  instance  referred  to  the  family  doctors 
•who  arranged  for  institutional  treatment,  when  necessary. 

D . Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  (Specialist  Treatment) . 


The  Cripples’  Welfare  Association  for  the  North-East  Region  of 
Scotland  instituted  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  Stonehaven.  This  Clinic 
has  functioned  with  considerable  success . During  the  year  under  review 
the  following  statistics  were  applicable: - 


( 1 1 Number  of  old  cases  ..  20 

(2)  Number  of  attendances 

made  by  these  . . 22 

(3)  Number  of  new  cases  ..  12 

(4)  Number  of  attendances 

made  by  new  cases  ..  14 


7 . Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  - 

A.  Report  by  Mr.  David  C.  Greig,  School  Dental  Surgeon. 


The  numbers  of  children  who  were  inspected  by  the  dental  officers 
were  as  under: - 


Age 

(a) 

At  systematic 
Examinations 

(b) 

As  special  and 
Emergency  Cases 

Total 

4 

2 

2 

4 

>5 

36C 

7 

43 

6 

42 

7 

49 

7 

39 

1 

40 

8 

50 

2 

52 

9 

43 

1 

44 

10 

47 

4 

51 

11 

.>>0 

4 

54 

12 

31 

2 

33 

13 

47 

- 

47 

14 

28 

1 

29 

15 

4 

2 

6 

16 

2 

— 

2 

17 

1 

3 

4 

TOTAL 

422 

36 

458 

The/  -j'cj 


The  number  of  children  who  were  - 


(a) 

Systematic 

Examinations 

(*) 

Special  and 
Emergency  Cases 

Total 

(1)  Found  to  require  treatment 

300 

36 

336 

(2)  Actually  treated  by  the  School 

Dental  Officers 

244 

36 

280 

(3)  Number  of  attendances  made  by 

children  for  treatment 

626 

77 

703 

(4)  Fillings  (a)  Permanent  teeth 

277 

23 

300 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

14 

- 

14 

(5)  Extractions  - 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

62 

8 

70 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

241 

22 

263 

(6)  Number  of  administrations  of  a 
general  anaesthetic  for 

extractions 

- 

3 

3 

(7)  Other  Operations  - 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

83 

11 

94 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

- 

- 

- 

( 8)  Half “days  devoted  to  inspection 

7 

- 

7 

Half  -days  devoted  to  treatment 

121 

- 

121 

(9)  Number  of  children  treated  under 

private  arrangements 

14 

- 

14 

Of  the  336  children  found  to  require  treatment,  285  accepted.  This 
represents  an  acceptance  percentage  of  84.8. 


B.  Report  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Laws,  School  Dental  Surgeon. 

The  numbers  of  children  who  were  inspected  by  Mr.  Laws  were  as  under: 


Age 

(a) 

At  systematic 
Examinations 

(b) 

As  special  and 
Emergency  Cases 

Total 

4 

1 

1 

5 

24 

- 

24 

6 

28 

— 

28 

7 

26 

- 

26 

8 

22 

- 

22 

9 

21 

- 

21 

10 

17 

- 

17 

11 

29 

- 

29 

12 

15 

- 

15 

13 

1 

- 

1 

14 

3 

- 

3 

15 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

17 

— 

- 

- 

Total 

187 

- 

187 

The/ 


20, 


The  numbers  of  children  who  were  - 


(a)  (b)  . b 

Systematic  Special  and 

Examinations  Emergency  Total 


Found  to  require  treatment 
Actually  treated  by  the  school 
dental  officers 
Number  of  attendances  made  by 
children  for  treatment 
Fillings  (a)  permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 
Extractions  - 

a)  Permanent  teeth 

b)  Temporary  teeth 
Number  of  administrations  of  a 

general  anaesthetic  for 
extractions 
Other  operations  - 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 
i Half-days  devoted  to  inspection 

Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 
1 Number  of  children  treated  under 
private  arrangements 

Of  the  151  children  found  to  require  treatment,  100  accepted  treatment. 

Is  represents  an  acceptance  percentage  of  66.2 

Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

Neither  special  schools  nor  classes  are  provided  in  the  County  of  Kincardine 
r children  handicapped  by  physical  and  mental  defects . Two  psychologically 
normal  children  were  dealt  with,  one  at  the  Aberdeen  Child  Guidance  Clinic  and 
s other  at  home. 

Arrangements  for  Physical  Education  and  Personal  Hygiene. 

The  County  Council  have  continued  their  practice  of  having  playgrounds  tar- 
cadamised  whenever  practicable. 

• Other  activities  in  relation  to  the  health  of  School  Children. 

(1)  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

^a)  Number  of  schools  participating  in  the  scheme 

(b)  Number  of  children  taking  milk  daily 

(c)  Percentage  of  school  population  taking  milk 

(2)  School  Meals  Service. 

Number  of  pupils  receiving  dinners  ..  ..  ..  2,584 

Number  of  children  receiving  soup  meals  , . . . 48 

Number  of  children  receiving  light  meals  (cocoa,  etc.)  7 

Number  of  schools  at  which  dinners  were  provided  . . 38 

Number  of  schools  at  which  light  meals  were  provided  . . 1 

Number  of  schoold  at  which  a soup  meal  was  provided  „ . 1 

Other  relevant  information  regarding  the  Schools  Meals 
Service!:  during  the  year  under  review; - 

The  school  meals  service  shows  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  pupils  receiving  dinners,  viz.;-  2,584,  as 
compared  with  2,452  in  the  previous  school  year. 

With  regard  to  the  milk  in  schools  scheme,  the 
number  of  schools  participating  in  the  year  under 
review  was  35  as  compared  with  29  in  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  children  taking  milk  daily 
was  increased  by  500. 


35 

2,828 

63$ 


Cases 


151 

- 

151 

96 

- 

96 

27  6 

_ 

276 

214 

- 

214 

143 

- 

143 

3 

— 

3 

132 

132 

4 

- 

4 

62 

- ■ 

62 
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3*  , VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


One  of  the  drastic  changes  brought  about  through  the  operation  of  the  National 
[ealth  Service  Act  was  the  abolition  of  compulsory  Vaccination.  It  is  too  early  to 
.ecide  whether  or  not  the  removal  of  compulsion  will  lead  to  an  increase  in  the 
lumber  of  children  successfully  vaccinated. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria . arc  really  a 
'unction  of  the  family  doctors  who  receive  no  payment  in  respect  of  the  administration 
>f  the  prophylactic  materials*  they  do,  however,  receive  a definite  payment  in  respect 
>f  completed  records,  sent  to  the  County  Health  Department,  giving  particulars  as  to 
;he  vaccination  or  the  immunisation.  In  addition,  vaccination  sessions  are  pro- 
dded at  each  of  the  Council's  Child  Welfare  Centres.  In  the  event  of  an  outbreak 
>f  smallpox,  special  arrangements  would  be  put  into  operation  immediately  to  meet 
:he  emergency  and  Local  Authority  vaccination  clinics  would  be  established  in  or 
iear  the  area  affected. 

In  the  year  1 94-9,  the  records  show  that  only  80  persons  who  were  primarily 
vaccinated  showed  typical  vaccinia  greatest  at  the  7th  ter  10th  day.  In  three 
jases  the  reaction  was  greatest  at  the  2nd  to  3rd  day.  The  number  of  persons 
re-vaccinated  during  the  year  was  6 . 

In  view  of  the  great  success  attending  the  official  introduction  of 
Immunisation  against  diphtheria  during  the  early  years  of  the  recent  War,  it  is 
bhe  duty  of  the  Council  to  carry  on  the  good  work  and  to  ensure  that  as  many 
children  as  possible  are  immunised  against  this  dread  disease.  As  already 
stated,  the  process  of  immunisation  is  carried  out  by  the  family  doctor  but 
the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  also  recognise  the  necessity  for  having  such 
preventive  measures  carried  out  at  the  Council's  clinics.  Arrangements  have  been 
mde  for  immunisation  to  be  carried  out  at  the  clinics  at  which,  of  course,  only 
a small  proportion  of  pre-school  children  can  attend,  if  only  for  geographical 
reasons.  The  results  of  immunisation  have  been  most  favourable  and  the  death- 
rate  locally  and  throughout  Scotland  has  fallen  to  minimal  proportions  during  the 
past  8 years.  It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  every  Health  Authority  to  advocate 
the  continuance  of  an  intensive  campaign  against  diphtheria.  The  claims  as  to 
the  value  of  immunisation  must  be  made  with  due  moderation.  In  immunisation 
propaganda  it  is  most  unwise  to  say  that  immunisation  will  prevent  any  child  from 
taking  diphtheria.  All  that  one  can  say  is  that  a child,  if  properly  immunised 
and  re-immunised,  will,  if  he  or  she  takes  diphtheria,  certainly  not  die  from 
the  disease.  What  then  is  the  ideal  method  of  full  immunisation?  The  child 
should  be  immunised  by  two  doses  given  at  a month's  interval  during  the  early 
months  of  life  and  certainly  before  the  completion  of  the  first  year.  When  the 
child  reaches  school  age,  one  reinforcing  dose  should  be  given  and  when  the  child 
reaches  the  age  of  8 or  9 years,  a second  reinforcing  dose  should  be  administered. 

If  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  on  these  lines,  the  results 
will  continue  to  be  most  satisfactory.  It  should,  however,  be  remembered  that 
diphtheria  is  most  fatal  in  the  pre-school  age  group  and  it  is  consequently  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  that  as  many  children  as 
possible  be  immunised  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

In  1949,  635  children  had  a full  course  of  injections  and  during  the  year  no 
fewer  than  2,280  maintenance  or  reinforcing  doses  were  administered. 

Investigation  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
23  to  the  most  efficacious  vaccine  against  whooping  cough.  The  Medical  Research 
Council  have  not  yet  come  to  any  definite  decision  and,  in  consequence,  the 
^.ounty  Council  have  not  invited  the  family  doctors  to  take  part  in  any  scheme  for 
immunisation  against-,  whooping  cough,  the  reason  being  that  this  vaccination  is 
meantime  in  the  experimental  stage. 
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4.  TUBERCULOSIS  SERVICES 
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4.  TUBERCULOSIS  SERVICES 


The  cases  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  wee  noti  f-i  at  n 
reasonably  early  stage  of  the  disease.  Contacts  of  "open"  cases  were 
thoroughly  examined  by  physical  methods  and  by  X-rays,  the  latter  service 
being  available  at  Woodend  and  the  City  Hospitals,  Aberdeen.  All  respiratory 
cases,  suitable  for  treatment  by  artificial  pneumothorax  or  by  pneumo- 
peritoneum, were  so  treated. 

The  distribution  in  age  and  sex  groups  of  those  cases  proved  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  was  as  under;  - 


Under 

5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65 

and 

Total 

over 

spiratory  ( 

Males 

»» 

4 

— 

4 

( 

Females 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

6 

n-  ( 

Males 

2 

2 

respiratory( 

Females 

1 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

““ 

•* 

8 

TOTAL 

• • 

1 

2 

3 

4 

8 

1 

1 

- 

20 

The  results  of  sputum  examination  of  the  persons  resident  in  the  area  who 
were  known  to  be  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  as  follows ;- 
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In  1949,  there  were  30  cases  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering  from  non-? 
respiratory  tuberculosis.  The  localisation  of  the  disease  is  shown  below, 

^nd  comparison  is  made  with  1948:- 


Year 

Glands 

Bones  and 
.Joints 

Spine 

Abdomen 

Lupus 

Other 

Total 

1948 

8 

9 

3 

3 

4 

7 

34 

1949 

8 

6 

3 

1 

5 

7 

30 

Mortalitv/ 
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Mortality  - 


r»—  • 

The  mortality  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  1946,  1947,  1948  an*i  <949 
and  the  death-rates  per  1,000  population  in  these  years  aro  sko«u  -(.lie 
follows  iig  Tables : - 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Respiratory 

12 

11 

6 

7 

Non-respiratory 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Total 

14 

11 

6 

10 

Death-rate  per 

1 ,000  populatior 
(all  forms) 

.51 

.39 

.21 

.35 

Ages  at  Death  of  Respiratory  Cases  - 


Age  Group 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Under  5 years 

1 

- 

— 

- 

5-15  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

15-25  years 

1 

- 

- 

1 

25-35  years 

4 

4 

2 

3 

35-45  years 

3 

2 

- 

2 

45-65  years 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Over  65  years 

1 

3 

1 

- 

Total  Number  of 

Deaths 

12 

11 

6 

7 

Death-rate  per 
1 ,000  population 

.44 

.39 

.21 

.24 

Institutional  Treatment  - 

The  responsibility  for  the  institutional  treatment  of  tuberculosis  passed 
to  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5th  July,  1948.  In  the  sub- 
joined Table  are  shown  the  numbers  of  respiratory  and  non-respiratory  cases 
■vho  received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  the 
three  previous  years  :- 


Year; 

1946 

1947 

1948, 

1949 

Respiratory 

11 

11 

11 

13 

Non-respiratory 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Total 

14 

12 

12 

18 

-omi ciliary  Treatment  - 


Special  foods  were  granted  in 
°y  patients  undergoing  domiciliary 


selected  cases, 
treatment , 


Seven  shelters  were  used 


5 . MENTAL/ 
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5 . MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Certain  duties  are  placed  cn  Local  Health  Authorities  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  these  include  the  visitation  and  supervision,  on  behalf  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  of  certified  lunatics  placed  under  guardianship  and  the 
Tiaking  of  arrangements  for  and  visitation  and  supervision  of  mental  defectives 
placed  under  guardianship.  During  the  year,  the  number  of  mental  cases  dealt 
,',dth  by  the  authorised  officer  was  as  follows :- 

No.  of  lunatics  certified  ...  3 

No.  of  mental  defectives 

certified  ...  ... 

No.  of  mental  defectives 
(ineducable)  under 
guardianship  at  the 
end  of  the  year  ...  5 

No.  of  mental  defectives 
( educable)  under 
guardianship  at  the 
end  of  the  year  ...  6 

14 


The  psycho-pathological  services  at  Aberdeen  University  are  still  available 
for  children  resident  in  Kincardineshire.  The  psychiatric  social  worker  continues 
to  visit  cases  in  the  County. 

Problem  children  are  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at  the  Royal 
Aberdeen  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  or  to  the  Clinic  conducted  by  the  educational 
psychologist  at  Aberdeen  University. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS1  _ JYUP i 

The  Th  nit  ary  Inspectors’  Reports  for  the  County  of  Kincardine  and  for 
the  Toughs  o'  'wwiehaven,  Banchory,  Inverbervl and  I^xirenceki rk  are  herewith 
apo'  ■ -- 

1 . COUNTY  OF  KINCARDINE 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  County  Water  Scheme 


Aucheriblae 

During  the  summer  months  a shortage  of  water  was 
experienced  and  the  supply  had  to  be  shut  off  during 
the  night.  The  water  supply  to  this  village  is  from 

two  springs,  one  of  which  fairs  almost  completely 
during  the  summer  months.  The  yield  of  the  main 

spring  amounts  to  approximately  19 ,000  gallons  per 
day,  and  with  the  influx  of  visitors  to  the  village, 
this  amount  of  water  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands 
made  upon  it.  During  October,  gaugings  were  made  at 

the  Balancing  Tank  in  order  to  ascertain  the  daily  loss 
of  water  and  this  was  estimated  to  be  8,000  gallons  per 
day.  The  proposed  new  scheme  of  supply  to  the  village, 

with  its  source  on  Drumelzie  Farm,  was  reported  on  to 
the  Council  and  was  still  under  consideration  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Bogindollo  Scheme 

This  scheme  was  commenced  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year  and,  completion  is  expected  about  the  middle  of 
next  year.  The  scheme,  when  completed,  will  serve 

Fettercairn,  Luthermuir  and  Marykirk. 

Drumlithie 

The  water  supply  to  this  village  continues  to  yield  a 
minimum  of  17,000  gallons  per  day  and  the  only  trouble 
encountered  was  when  a leak  developed  o th<  ser/ace 
pipe  to  the  Sewage  Yforks. 

Bet ter cairn 

An  acute  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  in  this 
village  during  the  summer  months,  partly  due  to  a growth 
in  the  delivery  pipe  to  the  Balancing  Tank,  This  pipe 

was  opened  at  several  points  and  scraped.  All  the 

fittings  and  service  pipes  in  the  village  were  examined, 
and  all  defects  remedied.  A section  of  the  water  main 

in  the  Square  was  also  scraped  but,  in  spite  of  all  these 
works,  the  supply  to  the  village  still  fell  short  of 
requirements.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  village 

will  be  connected  to  the  Bogindollo  supply  by  next 
summer  when  all  complaints  of  shortage  will  be  removed. 

Fordoun 

This  is  a new  supply  and  was  installed  during  the 
current  year.  The  water  is  obtained  from  a supply  at 

present  serving  the  local  R.A.  F.  Aerodrome  at  Fordoun, 

The  system  consists  of  extending  the  Air  Ministry's 
supply  for  a distance  of  1 ,200  yards  in  A"  cast  iron 
piping  to  the  village  of  Fordoun.  The  distribution 

mains  within  the  village  are  also  in  4"  cast  iron  piping. 

Gourd on 

As  a result  of  scraping  the  delivery  main  to  the 
Balancing  Tank,  an  inflow  of  45,000  gallons  per  day  was 
maintained.  A vertical  cra.ck  through  the  middle  of  the 

Tank  increased  and  accounted  for  a considerable  loss  of 
water.  Temporary  repairs  were  carried  out  periodically 

but  these  were  never  entirely  satisfactory.  A scheme 

for  the  provision  of  a 50,000  gallon  capacity  Balancing 
Tank  in  the  vicinity  of  the  existing  one  was  submitted 
to  the  Department  of  Health  and  approval  received.  It 

is  hoped  by  next  summer  that  this  new  Tank  will  be  in 
operation. 

Johnshavon/ 
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J ohnshaven 

The  minimum  inflow  to  the  Balancing  Tank  serving  this 
village  is  30,000  gallons  per  day  and  is  sufficient  to 
meet  present  demands.  A survey  of  all  fittings  and 

service  pipes  was  carried  out  and  all  defects  remedied. 

Much-alls 

There  arc  two  supplies  serv:'.  ig  this  tillage  known  as 
the  "Cantlayhills  Supply"  and  the  "Cookney  Supply" 
respectively.  These  supplies  were  taken  over  by  the 

Council  from  the  Aberdeen  Endowments  Trust  in  November 
of  this  year. 

Newtonhill 

This  village  is  supplied  from  three  different  sources 
which  normally  operate  independently  but  may,  when  the 
occasion  arises,  be  linked  up  to  work  as  a whole. 
During  the  year  no  shortage  was  experienced  but  this 
supply  is  taxed  to  its  maximum. 

St.  Cyrus 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining 
a supply  to  this  village  due  to  the  fact  that  the  supply 
is  almost  entirely  dependent  on  the  operation  of  a 
single  electrically  driven  "Mono"  pump.  Under  normal 

conditions  this  pump  is  very  efficient,  but  as  the 
water  has  to  be  pumped  against  a pressure  of  75  lbs.  per 
sq.  inch  through  three  quarters  of  a mile  of  2"  iron 
pipe  which  is  badly  incrusted,  mechanical  and  electrical 
breakdowns  were  frequent.  The  Council  agreed  to 

purchase  a spare  electric  motor  and  additional  spare 
parts  for  the  repair  of  the  pump. 

(b)  Other  Hater  Supplies. 


Catterline 

The  village  pump  is  still  the  only  water  supply  available 
to  this  village.  The  proposed  scheme  to  pump  the  water 

from  the  springs  on  the  cliff  face  to  an  elevated  cistern, 
was  still  under  consideration  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Cove  Bay 
Housing  Scheme 

The  water  supply  for  this  housing  scheme  is  dbt-U.uee 
from  springs  on  the  farm  of  oodsiic,  During  A?.-;  Autumn 

the  main  feeder  pipe  to  the  collecting  chamber  became 
choked  with  silt.  ’Then  the  obstruction  was  cleared, 

the  supply  returned  to  normal . 

Cove  Bay 
Village  Supply 

The  supply  to  this  village  is  a private  one  and  is  the 
subject  of  constant  complaint.  The  cause  of  complaint 

is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  pipes  throughout  the  village 
are  badly  incrusted  and  in  very  poor  condition.  As  an 

interim  measure,  it  is  hoped  to  proceed  with  0.  scheme 
whereby  the  village  would  bo  repiped,  using  the  existing 
water  supply  until  such  tine  as  water  from  the  Kincorth 
scheme  becomes  available. 

Cowie 

The  water  supply  to  this  village  is  from  a spring  on 
the  west  side  of  the  main  road  above  the  village.  There 

are  30  houses  in  the  village  and  the  capacity  of  the 
cistern  is  only  approximately  160  gallons.  The  quantity 

of  water  is  totally  inadequate  to  meet  any  sudden  demand. 
To  overcome  this  difficulty,  the  Ministry  of  ’forks 
extended  the  Stonehaven  Burgh  supply  during  1 94-8  to 
serve  the  Coastguard  houses  and  a scheme  to  supply  the 
whole  village  from  this  main  is  at  present  in  the  hands 
of  the  Civil  Engineers  for  report  to  the  Council. 

Kinneff 

This  supply  served  the  Council  houses  only.  During 

the  summer  months  the  supply  was  severely  strained  and 
only  constant  attention  to  fittings  etc.  , prevented 
acute  shortages  being  experienced.  The  remainder  of 

the  houses  in  the  village  obtain  water  from  wells,  some 
of  which  not  infrequently  go  dry.  A water  scheme  to 

supply  the  whole  village  is  under  consideration  and  has 
been  remitted  to  the  County  Council's  Civil  Engineers, 
Messrs.  Crouch  & Hogg  for  report. 

Port le then  Camp/ 
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Portlethen  Camp  Two  ex-R.  A.  F.  Camps  at  Port le then  known  as  the  "Lower 

Camp"  and  the  "Upper  Camp"  provide  housing  accommodation 
for  34  families  and  14  families  respectively.  At  both 
Camps  the  water  supplies  are  obtained  from  wells  and  are 
pumped  to  elevated  cisterns.  Ample  'water  is  available 
for  the  Lower  Camp  but  great  difficulty  is  experienced 
during  the  summer  months  in  meeting  the  requirements  of 
the  Upper  Camp.  At  this  Camp  there  is  an  emergency  well 
but  it  is  a shallow  well  and  the  quantity  of  water 
available  from  it  is  very  limited.  At  the  Upper  Camp 
the  quality  of  the  water  is  such  that  constant  Chlorination 
is  necessary. 


Portlethen  Village  This  village  obtains  water  from  springs  in  a field  west 

of  the  village.  These  springs  yield  a minimum  of 
1 ,800  gallons  per  day  and,  during  drought,  this  supply  is 
insufficient  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it.  The 
supply  was  introduced  into  the  village  about  70  years  ago 
by  the  estate  owners  but  all  the  houses  in  the  village 
are  now  privately  owned  and  modernisation  of  these  houses 
has  taken  place  to  a great  extent.  This  state  of  affairs 
is  beginning  to  have  its  affect  on  the  supply  and  if 
modernisation  goes  farther,  the  supply  may  in  all 
probability  fail  completely  during  dry  spells.  There 
appear  to  be  additional  springs  in  the  area  of  the  cistern 
but  so  far  as  development  of  the  area  is  concerned,  the 
Planning  Committee  decided  during  the  year  that  this 
village  should  be  allowed  to  die  out. 


Portlethen 
Station  Area 


(c)  Testing 


This  supply  is  a private  one  augmented  by  a connection 
from  the  "Lower  Comp"  supply.  There  is  sufficient  water 
available  to  meet  present  requirements  but  the  iron  main 
is  badly  incrusted  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to 
maintain  adequate  delivery. 

The  number  of  samples  of  existing  and  new  water  supplies 
taken  during  the  year  amounted  to  104  chemical  and  122 
bacteriological.  These  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  and  Bacteriologist  for  examination,  and  17 
chemical  and  29  bacteriological  were  reported  on  as  being 
of  unsatisfactory  quality.  The  samples  were  taken  under 
the  following  headings 


Chemical 


Bacteriological 


New  wells  for  Agricultural 
Uorkers  Houses 

Agriculture  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  19411- 

Other  domestic  supplies 


7 

15 

82 


7 

19 

96 


(d)  General  All  water  supplies  in  this  County  are  either  obtained  from 

shallow  wells  or  springs.  This  applies  in  respect  of 
County  Council  supplies  as  well  as  individual  houses  or 
privo.te  supplies.  Such  sources  of  water  supply  have 
limitation  as  to  quantity  available  as  well  as  to  pressure. 
It  is  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  proper  gravitation 
water  supplies  as  well  as  the  limited  supply  to  many  of 
the  villages  which  prevents  the  modernisation  of  existing 
houses  and  the  provision  of  new  houses  in  the  areas  where 
they  are  most  urgently  required. 


DRAINAGE 

(a)  Special  Drainage-  Districts 

Auchenblae  The  sewage  from  this  village  is  treated  at  Sewage  Works 

consisting  of  a septic  tank,  contact  filters  and  percolating 
filters,  the  effluent  discharging  into  the  Luther  Burn. 

The/ 
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Aucheriblae  (ctd. ) 

Cove  Bay 
Drumlithle 

Fctteroairn 


Fordoun 
C-ourd  on 

Johnshaven 
Lut.co  rmulr 

• iarykirk 

Luc halls 
Ncwtonhill 

St.  C'TTUS 

(b)  Other  Dr  aina; 
Kinncff 

(q)/ 


The  sludge  from  the  septic  tank  is  mixed  with  household 
refuse  and  is  bought  by  s local  farmer.  The  plant  is 
carefully  looked  after  by  the  village  caretaker  and  it 
gave  no  trouble  during  the  year. 

The  sewers  were  laid  during  1 947  but  it  was  not  until  the 
middle  of  this  year  that  the  -oa  outfall  was  completed. 

The  system  ras  designed  by  Messrs.  J enkazis  & burr. 

A new  sewage  scheme  and  disposal  works  for  this  village 
was  completed  during  the  year.  The  works  consist  of 
sedimentation  tanks  and  percolating  filters,  the  effluent 
being  discharged  into  the  Drumlithie  Burn,  These,  .corks 
have  functioned  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.,  The 
area  around  the  works  was  planted  out  in  shrubs  and  trees 
so  as  to  form  a.  screen  from  the  roadway. 

This  village  has  a very  antiquated  and  inefficient  sewage 
works.  These  works  c-  \usist  of  a septic  tank,  along  with 
a percolating  filter  having  Stoddart  Trays,  the  effluent 
being  discharged  into  the  Dowrie  Burn. 

A very  bad  chokage  took  place  in  a section  of  the  :v.  or 
between  the  Distillery  and  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Arch. 
Considerable  trouble  was  experienced  in  getting  this 
choke  cleared  as  the  workmen  encountered  a solid  mass  which 
eventually  turned  out  to  be  caused  by  a 2 lb.  syrup  tin. 
Apart  from  this,  no  other  trouble  was  experienced  during 
the  year. 

Work  was  started  on  the  sewerage  scheme  for  this  village 
but  was  not  completed  by  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  sewage  from  this  village  is  discharged  direct j y into 
the  sea  at  three  points.  Trouble  is  still  being 
experienced  with  the  outfall  at  the  oastend  which  ns 
giving  rise  to  considerable  nuisance.  The  quest: an  of 
extending  this  outfall  tc  lew  water  mveu'  w.,  wp.,  ,...ev 
consideration  at  the  cl  we  or  two  year, 

Three  sea  outfalls  dispose  of  the  sewage  for  this  wliaga. 
The  entire  sewerage  worked  satisfactcrilv  -wren'. i -knout  the 
year. 

Plans  of  a new  sewage  system  with  disposal  works  for  this 
village  w eve  prepared  by  Messrs.  Tawse  A Allan  and  have 
received  formal  approval.  Work  is  expected  to  commence 
in  the  coming  year. 

Plans  for  a sewage  scheme  and  disposal  works  have  been 
prepared  for  this  village  also  by  Messrs.  Tawse  & Allan 
and  .are  in  a similar  position  to  that  of  Luthermuir. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  laying  of  a row  sewage  Scheme 
was  completed  during  the  year. 


This  village  also  has  a system  whereby  the  sewage  is 
discharged  direct  to  sea.  One  part  of  the  village  is 
served  by  a stone -built  sewer;  part  of  this  sewer 
collapsed  and  had  to  be  replaced  with  6"  fire-clay  pipes. 

The  sewage  for  this  village  is  discharged  into  the  sea 
and  the  entire  system  worked  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  year. 

Works. 

The  sewage  works  here  consist  of  sedimentation  tanks  and 
percolating  filters,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into 
an  adjacent  burn.  The  works  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year 
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(c)  House  Drainage.  During  1949,  186  applications  of  smoke  tests  were  mafle 

to  new  drainage  systems  serving  101  proper  fcd.es.- 

(d)  General  During  the  year,  a full-time  employee  was  appointed  to 

attend  to  the  sewage  works.  The  regular  attention 
consisted  of  draining  the  sludge  from  the  sedimentation 
tanks  into  a well  and  pumping  it  to  sludge  drying  heds; 
keeping  the  rotary  arm  of  the  sprinklers  and  the  dosing 
syphon  clean  ana  functioning  efficiently;  general 
maintenance  of  the  works  and  the  grounds.  An  old  van 
was  purchased  from  the  Police  and  this  was  used  to  pull 
the  sewage  pump  to  the  works.  It  Is  hoped  to  get 
delivery  of  a new  van  early  in  1950.  "When  all  the 
sewage  works  come  into  operation  the  attendant  will  he 
fully  employed,  each  works  getting  a weekly  visit  to 
have  the  sludge  pumped,  while  the  village  caretakers 
will  give  each  works  daily  attention. 


SCAVENGING  There  are  17  Special  Scavenging  Districts  in  the  County, 

namely  - Aucheriblae,  Gourdon,  Johnshaven,  Ncwtonhill, 

St.  Cyrus , NasyMrk,  Luthermuir,  Fettercairn,  Fordoun, 
Druinlithie,  Catterline,  Kinneff,  Portlothen  Station  Area, 
Port le then  Hillside  Area,  Cove  Bay,  Muc halls  and  Cowie. 

The  refuse  from  all  these  villages,  except  Aucheriblae, 
is  uplifted  by  the  County  refuse  collection  vehicle,  each 
village  getting  a once -weekly  collection,  except  Gourdon 
which  gets  a twice-weekly  collection  on  account  of  the 
large  quantity  of  mussel  shells  to  he  uplifted. 

The  village  of  Aucheriblae  has  a daily  collection  and  it 
is  carried  out  by  the  village  caretaker  by  means  of  a 
covered  handbarrow.  The  refuse  is  sorted  out  at  the 
sewage  works  and  the  solids  mixed  with  the  sewage  sludge 
and  sold  to  a local  farmer. 

By  contract  with  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Inverbervie,  a 
twice-weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  there. 

The  12  cubic  yard  capacity  Karrier  Refuse  Collection 
vehicle  which  was  purchased  in  1947  continued  to  give 
excellent  service.  The  vehicle  travels  a distance  of 
approximately  250  miles  per  week. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  controlled  tipping  points 
situated  at  Cove  Bay,  Gourdon,  Johnshaven  and  St.  Cyrus. 

The  refuse  collection  vehicle  is  operated  by  a driver 
and  a loader,  assistance  being  given  in  the  village  of 
Johnshaven,  Gourdon  and  St.  Cyrus  by  the  village 
caretaker.  On  Thursdays  when  the  refuse  is  collected 
from  the  villages  on  the  coast,  north  of  Stonehaven,  a 
roadman  is  hired  from  the  Roads  Department  to  assist  in 
loading.  The  entire  refuse  collection  scheme  has  worked 
very  smoothly  during  the  year  and  no  complaint  was 
received. 


Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  in  four  villages  namely 
St.  Cyrus,  Gourdon,  Johnshaven  and  Aucheriblae,  where 
full-time  village  caretakers  are  employed. 


HOUSING 

(a)  Housing  Survey/ 
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(a.)  Ho  us  inp;  Survey 


Category  I, 
Category  II. 
Category  III. 

Category  IV. 


Category  I 
Category  II 
Category  III 
Category  IV 


The  housing  survey  which  was  commenced  in  1 948  was 
completed  during  this  year.  This  survey  was  carried  out 
in  oi-der  to  obtain  detailed  information  regarding  the 
sanitary  condition  of  all  houses  within  the  County,  the 
conditions  under  which  families  were  living  and  the 
extent  of  overcrowding.  The  information  obtained  will, 
it  is  hoped,  be  utilised  to  permit  satisfactory  planning 
in  the  replacement  of  unfit  houses  and  the  remedying  of 
overcrowding. 

The  total  number  of  houses  or  dwellings  surveyed  was 
5,196  and  details  of  these  are  laid  out  in  the  tables 
below. 

In  assessing  the  standard  of  habitability  of  a house, 
a modern  County  Council  house  was  taken  as  the  criterion 
for  a house  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Pour  standards  of  assessment  were  taken  and  are  described 
as  follows 

A house  fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation. 

A house  having  minor  defects 

A house  requiring  major  reconstruction  to  render  it 
fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation. 

A house  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  of 
being  reconstructed. 

The  houses  surveyed  fall  within  the  respective 
categories  as  follows: - 

1 ,637  houses  or  31$ 

2,344  houses  or  45$ 

1 ,014  houses  or  20$ 

201  houses  or  4$ 

While  the  houses  falling  within  Category  III  are  shown 
as  requiring  major  reconstruction,  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
greater  number  of  these  could  be  reconstructed  at  a 
reasonable  expense  and  it  is  considered  desirable  that 
the  owners  be  consulted  before  describing  the  house  as 
fit  for  demolition.  There  are,  therefore,  1,215  houses 
or  dwellings  or  23.71$  unfit  houses  within  the  County. 

Overcrowding  was  found  in  481  houses  which  is  9.25$  of 
the  total  houses  surveyed,  and  of  these  208  arc  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  Overcrowding  was  found  to  the 
greatest  extent  in  farmservants*  houses,  there  being 
I85  cases  which  amounts  to  18.59$'  of  the  total  number  of 
this  class  of  house,  the  cause  being  due  mainly  to 
families  residing  in  two  or  three  apartment  houses. 

The  solution  to  the  problem,  therefore,  lies  in  the 
replacement  of  unfit  houses,  since  the  extent  of 
overcrowding  can  only  be  proportionate  to  the  number  of 
unsatisfactory  dwellings. 

The  number  of  dwellings  having  a proper  inside  water 
supply  laid  on  to  a sink  with  drainage  therefrom  amounts 
to  3,187  or  61.33$.  Of  the  remainder,  1,741  or  33.31$ 
have  a tap  or  pump  adjacent  to  the  house,  221  obtain 
water  from  dip  wells  and  45  had  no  water  supply. 

The/ 


30 


' 


(a)  Housing  Survey  The  number  of  houses  with  proper  sanitary  conveniences 
(contdTJ  is  relative  to  the  general  water  supply  position  of  the 

County.  There  are  2,643  houses  or  5 1 7°  with  water 
flush  closets;  2,482  houses  or  47.5/6  with  dry  or  pail 
privies  and  71  or  1.536  with  no  provision. 

The  numbers  and  percentages  of  the  various  classes  of 
houses  o.re  set  out  on  page  |3.  The  owner  occupied  and 
let  house  is  the  most  common  type  of  house  in  the  County, 
amounting  to  3,004  or  57.95/  of  the  total  houses; 

777  of  these  houses  or  22.54/6  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

The  degree  of  sub-letting  in  the  County  is  surprisingly 
low,  there  being  103  cases  of  families  living  in  sub-let 
rooms  or  1 . 98/  of  the  houses  surveyed. 

Farmservants  or  cottar  houses  number  995  or  19.20/  of 
the  total  houses  in  the  County;  290  of  these  houses  or 
29.53°  are  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Tied  houses  other  than  farmservants  amount  to  465  houses 
or  19.203b.  Of  these,  75  or  16.42/  are  unfit. 

The  number  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds  used  for  permanent 
housing  is  small  compared  with  the  number  of  such 
structures  within  the  County.  The  26  cases  or  . 5/o 
of  the  total  houses  recorded  on  page  33  , refer  to 
tents,  vans  and  sheds  which  have  been  used  for 
permanent  habitation  for  a period  of  at  least  two 
years.  The  majority  of  these  dwellings  are  situated 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  County  adjacent  to 
Aberdeen  Cit3',  the  occupants  being  persons  who  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  proper  housing  accommodation 
in  that  City, 


The  number  of  families  living  in  unsatisfactory 
dwellings  is  1 ,277,  being  families  living  in  sub-let 
rooms  or  unfit  houses.  The  number  of  houses  required 
is,  therefore,  1,277  and  those  can  be  provided  by 
either  the  erection  of  new  houses  or  the  major 
reconstruction  of  some  of  the  existing  1 ,077  houses. 

In  addition,  depreciation  of  the  existing  houses, 
allowing  the  life  of  a house  as  a hundred  years, 
requires  the  erection  of  approximately  50  houses  per 
year.  To  overcome  the  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions  of  the  County  within  a period  of  10  years, 
there  will  require  to  be  erected  or  reconstructed 
approximately  150  - 160  houses  per  year. 

(H)  lew  Houses  Sixty-four  County  Council  houses  were  completed  during 

the  year  and  36  were  under  construction.  The  houses 
completed  and  in  course  of  erection  a.re  as  follows: - 

Completed: - 


4 

4 

18 

8 

4 

4 

8 

14 


Cruden  Type 

ft  it 

1?  it 

ft  tt 

tt  t tt 

tt  tt 

Traditional 

tt 


Type 


In/ 


Barras 

Bluegate,  Fetteresso 

Drumlithie 

Fordoun 

J ohnshaven 

Maryculter  East 

Gourdon 

St.  Cyrus 
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In  course  of  erection: - 


East-town  of  G-leribervie 
Laurencekirk 
North  Hirn 
Fettercairn 

Fetteresso,  Spurryhillock 
Glasslaw 

Of  the  64  completed,  20  were  constructed  exclusively  for 
letting  to  agricultural  workers,  and  of  the  36  in  course 
of  erection,  28  are  set  aside  for  the  same  purpose 

(G)  Sanitary  Improvement  of  Housing. 

During  the  year,  the  following  additional  sanitary 
conveniences  were  provided  in  existing  houses :- 


Complete  Bathrooms  88 
Sculleries  with  sinks  79 
Sinks  only  1 1 
YiT.C.  only  9 


New  water  supplies  introduced  into  houses  72 

(d)  Housing  (Agricultural 

During  the  year,  10  houses  erected  with  the  aid  of  a 
grant  in  terms  of  the  above  Act,  were  completed  and 
occupied.  These  comprised  5 semi-detached  bungalows, 

1 detached  bungalow  and  4 semi-detached  cottages. 

(e)  Control  of  Civil  Building. 

One  hundred  and  nine  applications  for  building  licences 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  amounting  to  a value  of 
£65,829.  In  addition  to  repairs,  renewals  and 
improvements,  this  value  included  licences  to  build 
13  new  houses,  7 of  which  were  for  agricultural  v/orkers, 
4 for  distillery  workers  and  2 for  private  individuals 


4 Cruden  Type 
8 " " 

4 " >" 

8 Traditional  Type 
8 " " 

4 " » 


CLASSES  AND  CATEGORIES  OF  HOUSES  SURVEYED/ 
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louses  overcrowded  owing  to  the  size  of  rooms. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


(a)  General  The  number  of  dairies  registered  in  terms  of  the  hulk 

and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  120,  and  the  number  of  dairy  inspections  carried 
out  was  296. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  work  of  reconstruction 
was  started  at  14  farms  so  as  to  raise  the  standard  of 
the  dairy  premises  and  be  in  a position  to  apply  for  a 
licence  to  produce  "Tuberculin-Tested"  milk. 

The  cow  population  of  the  registered  dairying  farms  was 
approximately  3,^33,  2,677  being  housed  in  premises 
holding  designated  licences. 

Twenty-six  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  animal 
inoculation  for  tuberculosis  and  2 were  reported  on  as 
positive;  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designations) (Scotland)  Orders,  1936-49. 

The  number  of  dairies  holding  licences  in  terms  of  the 
above  Orders  at  the  31st  December,  1949,  was  as  follows :- 

Certified  Licences  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  (producers)  Licences  48 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Retail)  Licences  1 

Standard  Licences  15 

This  shows  an  increase  of  14  over  last  year  and  it  will 
be  noted  that  over  50$  of  the  registered  dairies  now 
hold  designated  licences.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
every  year  more  dairymen  are  reconstructing  their 
premises,  and,  if  the  present  rate  continues,  it  will 
not  be  long  before  the  County  reaches  the  100$  mark. 

The  number  of  samples  of  designated  milk  taken  during 
the  year  amounted  to  441.  Of  these  72  did  not  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  and  concerned  32 
dairies.  In  all  cases  where  unsatisfactory  results 
were  received,  each  case  was  investigated  and  further 
samples  taken,  and  in  only  2 cases  was  it  found  necessary 
to  recommend  that  the  renewal  of  the  licences  be  refused. 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  Dundee  Pasteurized 
Milk  Company  that  milk  produced  in  this  County  by 
"Tuberculin-Tested"  licence  holders  arrived  in  Dundee  in 
a condition  which  did  not  comply  with  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations) (Scotland)  Orders.  The  quantity  of  milk 
involved  was  approximately  2,000  gallons  per  day,  A 
thorough  investigation  was  made  and  every  dairy  was 
visited,  inspected  and  samples  of  the  milk  taken.  Sixty 
samples  were  taken  and  only  9 failed  to  comply.  When 
further  samples  were  taken,  however,  the  results  were 
satisfactory.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  samples 
taken  from  all  milkings  at  five  dairies  were  reported  on 
by  the  County  Bacteriologist  as  satisfactory,  while 
samples  taken  from  the  consignments  when  they  arrived  at 
Dundee  wore  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 

At  present,  milk  is  placed  in  10  gallon  cans,  collected 
at  the  farm  once  per  day  and  then  churned  through  all  the 
side  roads  and  farm  roads  for  four  to  six  hours  before 
reaching  its  destination.  The  result  is  that  there  is 
a general  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

(c)  School  Milk  Supplies/ 
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(c)  School  Milk  Supplies. 


Thirty-five  schools,  within  the  Oo-unLy  p-.r-'r-i otpxfcc  in 
the  milk-in-schools  scheme  and  the  millc  is  suyoii  ei  bo 
them  by  1 1 dairies.  Forty-two  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination 
and  four  were  found  not  to  comply  bacteriologically. 


FOOD  AMD  DRUGS 

(a)  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  122  samples  were  taken 
in  terns  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 
These  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  and  the 
results  of  his  analyses  are  as  follows 


Article 

Number 

Procured 

Reported 

Genuine 

Reported  not 
Genuine 

Sweet  Milk 

M6 

39 

7 

Butter 

1 

1 

- 

Margarine 

1 

- 

Lard 

4 

4 

- 

Ice  Cream 

16 

16 

— 

Sausages 

5 

4 

1 

Mince 

4 

3 

1 

Beef  Paste 

1 

1 

- 

Tinned  Soup 

2 

2 

~ 

Fried  Fish  in  Oil 

1 

1 

- 

1 Sweet  Pickle 

1 

1 

— 

! H.P.  Pickle 

1 

1 

— 

Sauce 

1 

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

Gravy  Salt 

1 

1 

- 

Mustard 

1 

1 

- 

Mixed  Spice 

3 

3 

— 

Ground  dinger 

2 

2 

_ 

White  Peeper 

1 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

2 

2 

_ 

S. R.  Flour 

2 

2 

— 

Baking  Powder 

3 

3 

- 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 

1 

1 

_ 

Tea 

1 

1 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

Coffee  Essence 

1 

1 

Liquid  Paraffin 

1 

1 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

2 

2 

— 

Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

! Castor  Oil 

2 

2 

j Seidlits  Powder 

2 

2 

Zinc  Ointment 

2 

1 ' 

1 

Boracic  Ointment 

2 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

Figs 

1 

1 

I Horseradish  Whip 

1 

1 

j Boracic  Powder 
1 

3 

3 

- 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  samples  were  taken  informally 
and  7 formally.  Seven  samples  of  milk  were  reported 
on  as  not  complying  with  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations, 
1901.  In  each  case  the  deficiency  was  small  and  the 
Analyst  reported  that  application  of  the  freezing  test 
1'i.d  not  indicate  the  presence  of  added  water.  Attention 
was  drawn  to  the  deficiencies  and  warnings  issued.  One 
informal  sample  of  zinc  ointment  was  reported  on  as  being 
deficient  in  zinc  oxide  to  the  extent  of  1 . 2%.  This 
was  followed  up  by  a formal  sample  which  was  found  to  bo 
satisfactory.  The  manufacturers  of  the  zinc  ointment 
were  notified  of  the  unsatisfactory  result  of  the  informal 
sample  taken. 


(t>)  Icc  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948. 


There  were  19  applications  for  registration  in  terns 
of  the  above  Regulations,  2 of  these  being  in  respect 
of  vehicles.  Sixteen  applications  were  granted  and 
certificates  issued  and  the  remaining  3 applications, 
including  the  2 applications  in  respect  of  vehicles, 
were  continued  into  1950. 


(c)  S laugh t erhous e s 


One  Slaughterhouse  operates  in  the  County  at  Banchory 
and  is  under  the  administration  of  a Joint  Committee 
of  the  County  Council  and  the  Banchory  Town  Council. 

The  premises  are  in  poor  condition  generally  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  is 
far  in  excess  of  the  number  for  which  the  premises  were 
designed.  The  following  is  a statement  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  at  the 
Slaughterhouse : - 


1 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  meat 
Condemned 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle 

1,027 

41 

257 

26,724 

Sheep 

3,308 

6 

8 

317 

Pigs 

22 

2 

6 

357 

Total 

4,357 

49 

273 

27,398 

(d)  Section  43,  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 


The  only  item  of  food  condemned  within  the  Landward 
part  of  the  County  was  7 lbs.  of  Gorgonzola  Cheese. 


GENERAL 

(a)  Infectious  Disease 

Enquiry  and  disinfection  was  carried  out  in  48  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

(b)  Nuisances.  The  number  of  complaints  received  amounted  to  87  and 

all  were  dealt  with  successfully.  These  complaints 
were  made  up  as  follows 


Nature  of  Nuisance 

j 

Number  of  Cases 

Defective  water  supplies 

56 

defective  W. Cs. 

4 

! Defective  houses 

6 

Defective  septic  tanks 

2 

Defective  drainage 

7 

Dirty  houses 

2 

Offensive  Odours 

3 

Requisition  of  empty  houses 

3 

Indiscriminate  dumping 

2 

Pig  keeping 

1 

Hen  keeping 

1 

Total 

87 

(c)/ 
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(c)  Factories  Act,  1937. 


The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  in  respect 
of  the  Landward  part  of  the  County  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  82  as  listed  below.  Of  these,  43  were 
mechanical,  while  39  were  non-mechanical  and  82  visits 
of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 


Blacksmith  18 
Joiner  22 
Distillery  2 
Fish  Curing  9 
Baker  6 
Engineer  6 
Shoemaker  4 
Flax  Spinner  1 
Dressmaker  2 
Sawmill  4 
Tailor  5 
Meal  Mill  2 
Flock  Mill  1 

Total  82 


(d)  Rat  Destruction, 


The  Rat  Destruction  service  up  to  the  13th.  May  was 
the  responsibility  of  the  Police  under  the  Chief 
Constable;  after  that  date  the  function  was  transferred 
to  me.  The  service  is  operated  by  a foreman  Rat 
Catcher  and  an  assistant,  using  a 10  h.p.  van.  During 
the  course  of  the  year,  3,328  rats  were  killed  by 
trapping  and  approximately  13,500  by  poisoning. 


BURGH  OF  STONEHAVEN 


Area 


454  acres 


Population  - 4,551 

Valuation  (Rateable)  - £39,193 


Length  of  Streets 


10. 33  miles 


Housing 

The  provision  of  housing  accommodation  continues  to  remain  the  major 
problem  confronting  this  Local  Authority  and  for  that  matter  most  Local 
Authorities.  As  stated  in  previous  annual  reports  the  rate  of  house 
building  was  aggravatingly  slow  and  I have  to  rep  ort  that  the  post-war 
permanent  building  scheme,  comprising  40  houses  (including  10  Cruden  non- 
traditional  houses)  commenced  in  194^,  was  only  completed  during  1949. 

During  the  year,  permission  was  given  by  the  central  authority  for  a 
further  eight  houses  to  be  built,  and  in  October  of  this  year  excavation 
work  on  the  foundations  was  commenced. 

The  allocation  of  houses  for  1950  was  to  be  20,  with  the  reservation 
that  if  these  wore  completed  before  the  end  of  1950  a further  allocation 
might  be  made.  Thirty-five  temporary  houses  of  the  Tarran  type  have  been 
erected  since  the  war  in  addition  to  the  above  permanent  houses. 

Thg' complete  picture  of  all  house  building  carried  out  by  the  Authority 
to  the  end  of  1949,  is  as  indicated  on  the  next  page:- 


Site 


No.  of 
Houses 


Details  of  Accommodation 


2 apt,  i 3 apt.  J 4 apt, 


3 apt. 


Fcttcresso  Terrace 
and  Westfield  Road 

Brickfield 

Brickfield  (temp.) 

Old  Town  Area 

Barclay  Street  and 
Rodney  Street 

Total 


31 

168 

33 

40 

7 

301 


f 


4 

4 


36 

92 

35 

24 

4 

191 


15 

56 

12 

3 

86 


16 


16 


To  accommodate  future  house  building  by  the  Local  Authority,  land 
was  acquired,  extending  to  approximately  17  acres,  situated  to  the  North- 
east of  the  existing  Brickfield  Scheme,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to 
report  that  good  progress  has  been  made  during  this  year  in  the  preparation 
of  roads,  sewers,  etc.,  on  part  of  the  acquired  land,  and,  with  this  work 
well  in  hand,  sites  are  available  for  the  next  two  years  building.  It 
is  essential,  of  course,  that  the  programme  of  site  preparation  be  planned 
well  in  advance,  owing  to  the  extremely  long  delivery  periods  connected 
with  water  mains  and  other  materials. 


Owing  to  regulations  in  force,  the  erection  of  houses  by  private 
enterprise  was  brought  to  a complete  standstill  during  the  year  and  no 
alleviation  of  the  housing  shortage  was  possible  by  this  method  of  building. 
Two  timber  houses  of  the  Finnish  type  were  under  construction  by  the  North 
of  Scotland  Hydro-Electric  Board,  and  are  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupation 
by  employees  of  the  Board,  early  in  1950.  This  example  is  one  which  could 
be  followed  by  other  boards  or  similar  bodies,  in  an  attempt  to  lighten  the 
burden  of  house  building  placed  on  Local  Authorities. 

The  use  of  requisitioned  condemned  property  unfortunately  still 
continues,  and  approximately  23  families  are  accommodated  in  this  manner. 

As  always,  the  most  difficult  duty  to  face  any  Council  or  Committee  is 
the  allocation  of  houses  to  those  in  need  of  better  accommodation.  As 
stated  in  my  report  of  the  previous  year,  a points  system  has  been  operated 
for  the  past  three  years.  This  method  of  allocation  is  satisfactory  in 
that  it  brings  to  the  attention  of  those  allocating  the  houses  the  most 
needy  housing  cases,  and  from  this  information  the  actual  choice  of  tenants 
is  certainly  made  simpler.  To  simplify  the  assessing  of  the  conditions  of 
applicants  living  under  different  circumstances,  applications  are  divided 
into  three  categories  for  pointing  purposes,  viz:- 

1.  Those  living  in  sub-lets,  lodgings  and  similar  circumstances. 

2.  Those  living  in  condemned,  property. 

3.  Those  living  in  conditions  other  than  1 and  2. 


The  condemnation  of  uninhabitable  houses  for  the  past  few  years  has 
been  suspended  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  Local  Authority  to  provide 
sufficient  alternative  accommodation,  but,  during  the  year,  one  case 
occurred  where  conditions  were  such  that,  in  the  interests  of  safety,  the 

house  had  to  be  condemned  and  the  case  given  high  priority  in  the  rehousing 

lists.  In  common  with  other  Local  Authorities,  the  Council  have  been  faced 
with  the  problem  of  old  properties,  the  owners  of  which  arc  unable  or 
unwilling,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  repairs,  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
day  to  day  repairs.  In  some  cases  the  Council  has  been  given  the  opportunity 
to  purchase  the  properties  but,  notwithstanding  new  legislation  in  the  shape 
of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1949,  whereby  reconditioning  grants  are 

available,  the  properties  for  the  most  part  were  not  capable  even  with  some 

financial  assistance,  of  being  reconstructed  at  reasonable  cost,  and 
unfortunately  the  occupants  must  continue  to  inhabit  premises  which  are 
rapidly  deteriorating,  with  no  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  better 
accommodation. 


The/ 
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The  rebuilding  of  cleared  sites  in  the  Old  Town  area  of  Stonehaven, 
which,  I understand,  calls  first  for  replanning,  is  now  long  overdue,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  carrying  out  of  housing  operations  in  the  Brickfield 
area,  it  would  appear  that  some  preliminary  work  should  be  put  in  hand  to 
prepare  for  the  day  when  some  definite  proposals  for  this  area  can  be 
brought  forward  and  be  followed,  it  is  hoped,  by  some  building  programme. 
Roads,  water,  sewers,  etc. , are  available,  and,  in  these  days  of  high 
costs  for  site  preparation  work,  advantage  should  be  taken  f the  existing 
services. 

Water  Supplies 

Quality.  The  chlorination  of  the  water  supply  for  the  Burgh 
continued,  to  give  satisfactory  results.  Routine  chlorine  residual  tests 
were  taken  weekly  and  these  were  supplemented,  by  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  water  supply.  The  following  is  the  result  of  samples  of  water 
taken  on  the  10th  Hay,  1949:- 

" Bacteriological  examination  of  the  3 water  samples  received  and 
examined  10.5.49  showed  the  following  results 

All  types  B.  Faecal  B.  Bacteria 

coli  at  37. C coli  at  44.C  at  37.0 

per  100  c.c.  per  100  c.c.  per  1 c.c. 


W2725 

1.  Farrochie  Reservoir 
Annamuick 

nil 

nil 

1 

7/2726 

2.  Cowie  Riber 
( Hob seat ) 

5 

2 

20 

W2727 

3.  House  tap  direct 

from  main,  12  Ann  St. 

nil 

nil 

5 

Numbers  1 and  3 are  excellent  and  No.  2 is  good." 

The  above  results  speak  for  themselves  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
Burgh  Water  Supply. 

Sufficiency.  Water  supply  for  the  Burgh  continues  to  be  obtained 
from  three  sources  in  order  of  importance  as  follows. 

1 . The  Cowie  supply; 

2.  The  Annamuiclc  supply; 

3.  The  Dunnottar  supply. 

The  Cowie  and  Annamuick  supplies  flow  into  the  balancing  tank  at 
Farrochie,  about  1-4  miles  from  Stonehaven,  where  chlorination  takes  place. 
The  Dunnottar  Supply  is  contained  in  a balancing  tank  about  one  mile  from 
the  Burgh  adjacent  to  the  Stonehaven  - Brechin  road. 

The  usual  scraping  with  pressure  pipe  scrapers  was  carried  out  on 
the  water  main  from  Farrochie  to  the  Annamuick  source,  the  length  of  mains 
scraped  annually  was  approximately  5 miles  and  the  scraping  operation  was 
completed  satisfactorily  in  a week. 

On  January  5th,  complaints  were  received  regarding  water  shortage  in 
the  dicknrt on  area,  which  is  supplied  from  the  9"  main  carrying  water  from 
the  Cowie  River  source  to  the  Farrochie  balancing  tank.  Investigations 
were  made  at  the  Farrochie  tank  and  continued  at  the  source,  where  an  ample 
supply  was  available;  for  a little  time  we  were  puzzled  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  shortage,  as  it  seemed  clear  that  the  pipe  at  the  source  was  not 
working/ 
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working  to  capacity.  This  pipe,  prot-cot^l  by  a metal  rose,  Loi  ng  several 
feet  below  water  in  the  gathering  chamber,  was  not  visible,  but,  after 
brushing  the  rose  with  a long  handle  brush,  air  bubbles  came  to  the  surtax 
and  it  then  became  obvious  that  leaves  and  other  debris  had  managed  to  pass 
the  protecting  grids  at  the  river  side  and  obstruct  the  perforations  on 
the  rose.  Thorough  cleaning  of  the  rose  allowed  conditions  to  return  to 
normal.  To  my  knowledge  this  has  never  occurred  previously  and  precautions 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  a recurrence. 

The  repairs  to  the  Dunnottar  tank  completed  at  the  end  of  1948  have 
proved  successful  and  supply  conditions  on  the  Dunnottar  section  arc  better 
than  they  have  been  for  some  considerable  time. 

Routine  night  inspection  of  water  mains,  valves,  etc. , were  carried 
out,  no  major  water  leaks  were  found,  but  several  service  defects  were 
discovered  and  the  usual  remedial  action  taken. 

The  final  inter-main  connections  were  made  on  the  new  10"  main  laid 
from  Farrochie  the  previous  year,  and  during  testing  operations  a major 
leak  was  discovered  near  the  Burgh  boundary.  Repairs  were  effected  by 
the  contractor  and,  on  examination  of  the  defective  piping,  it  was  obvious 
that  a defective  or  sub-standard  pipe  had  been  supplied  to  the  contractor 
by  the  pipe  makers.  I understand  the  cost  of  repairs  and  replacement  was 
met  by  the  pipe  manufacturers. 

The  6"  water  main  in  David  Street  showed  signs  of  leaking  and  excavation 
showed  a defective  joint.  The  required  repairs  were  completed  satisfactorily. 

The  exceptionally  fine  summer  with  accompanying  drought  conditions, 
caused  a considerable  fall  in  the  supply  of  water  available  at  the  Annamuick 
source,  especially  during  the  month  of  July.  This  resulted  in  certain 
water  consumers  interfering  with  valves  on  the  main  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  supply  from  this  source  was  completely  shut  off  from  the  Farrochie 
balancing  tank  and  the  6"  main  was  fractured  by  reason  of  this  unauthorised 
interference  with  the  water  main.  Repairs  were  quickly  effected  and  the 
culprits  successfully  prosecuted. 

In  several  areas  of  the  Burgh,  the  water  mains  have  become  so  badly 
encrusted  that,  though  no  water  shortage  is  experienced,  there  is  need  for 
renewal  of  the  mains.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  carry  out  this 
work  of  renewal  gradually,  and  thereby  to  renew  a section  of  the  water  main 
every  year.  In  furthering  this  policy,  a new'  4"  water  main  was  laid  in 
Robert  Street  in  place  of  the  existing  3"  main.  So  badly  encrusted  was 
this  main  that  the  flow  of  water  was  insufficient  to  retain  the  existing 
bo.ix  hydrants  in  position. 

Water  supplies  to  premises  at  Shorehead  and  John  Street  were  introduced. 
Tnis  was,  of  course,  in  addition  to  supplies  given  to  new  premises,  housing, 
etcetera. 


Drainage  System 

inc  drainage  svstem  for  tnc  Buz’gh  continues  to  operate  with  reasonable 
^■^f'iciency.  New  sewers  were  constructed  in  connection  with  site  preparation 
work  at  the  Brickfield  Housing  Scheme. 

The  usual  routine  inspection  of  manholes  was  carried  out  several  times 
during  the  year;  sewers  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  Burgh  were  cleaned  by 
use  of  winches,  ropes  and  sewer  buckets. 

The  cleaning  of  the  inverted  syphon  on  the  main  sewer  outfall  was 
performed  satisfactorily  but,  as  indicated  in  previous  reports,  this  work 
c ~n  now  only  be  carried  out  with  the  assistance  of  a rower-operated  pump; 
previously,  two  hand-operated  diaphragm  pumps  were  sufficient  but  it  appears 
that  there  is  now  considerable  inflow  of  water  from  the  river  into  the 
syphon  situated  bclov/  the  river  bed,  making  increased  pumping  power 
necessary. 

A partial  sewer  chokage  occurred  in  the  sewer  in  Wallace  Wynd  and 
appeared/ 
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appeared  to  be  caused  by  tarry  effluent  from  the  Gas  Works  which  is 
situated  nearby.  On  notifying  the  Gas  Manager,  an  undertaking  was  given 
that  all  possible  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  o.  roou^i^noo  -of  the 
trouble.  On  several  occasions  the  Cax-ron  River  section  of  the  main  sew-af 
from  Brickfield  was  found  to  be  choked.  Investigations  indicated  that 
loose  stones  in  the  sewer  appear  to  be  the  cause  of  the  trouble  and,  as  the 
levels  are  fairly  flat,  it  would  appear  that  they  were  washed  down  the 
pipe  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  sewer  which  had  good  gradient.  Where 
these  stones  came -from  still  remains  a mystery,  but  one  theory  is  to  the 
effect  that,  when  the  sewer  was  originally  laid,  old  stone  drains  may  have 
been  connected  to  the  sewer  at  some  point,  and  that  from  time  to  time 
stones  pass  into  the  sewer  and  are  carried  down  the  pipe,  eventually  coming 
to  rest  in  the  flat  gradient  portion.  It  is  very  fortunate  that  the 
sewer  is  situated  at  the  side  of  the  Garron  Burn  so  that  when  chokage 
occurs  the  sewage  can  escape  into  the  burn,  otherwise  a nuisance  of  a more 
serious  nature  would  occur.  Investigation  is  to  be  continued  in  the  hope 
of  finding  the  cause  of  these  obstructions. 

From  time  to  time  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  a nuisance 
caused  by  property  in  the  Mill  Inn  area  draining  into  the  Mill  lade;  from 
a survey  of  this  area  it  was  found  that  it  was  not  possible  to  drain  this 
area  to  the  existing  sewers  by  gravity  and  all  that  could  be  done  to  reduce 
the  possibility  of  nuisance  was  to  ensure  that  a sufficient  flow  of  water 
was  maintained  in  the  lade;  this,  of  course,  was  only  satisfactory  up  to 
a point.  When  the  Mill  Inn  Hotel  changed  hands  and  improvements  to  the 
property  were  contemplated,  consisting  of  improved  and  additional  sanitary 
facilities,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  improve  drainage  in  this  area  and 
to  remove  or  reduce  considerably  the  possibility  of  nuisance  from  sewage 
in  the  lade;  consequently  the  hotel  premises  now  pump  all  sewage  to  the 
nearest  suitable  3urgh  sewer.  Alterations  to  the  Hill  Inn  Mill,  converting 
the  premises  into  an  egg  grading  station,  also  came  forward  and  opportunity 
was  taken  in  this  case  to  obtain  improved  sewage  disposal.  Formerly  sewage 
passed  straight  into  the  Mill  lade,  but  now  the  installation  of  septic  tank 
allows  only  effluent  to  pass  into  the  lade  and  this  method  of  disposal  is 
conditional  on  a sufficient  flow  of  water  being  maintained  in  the  lade. 

The  disposal  of  drainage  from  the  public  lavatories  in  the  Cowie  Park 
has  in  the  past  caused  some  trouble;  the  drainage  formerly  passed  into  a 
cesspool  and  then  into  the  River  Cowie,  and  during  the  summer  season  this 
cesspool  usually  became  overloaded  and  had  to  be  cleaned  out;  to  improve 
matters  the  cesspool  has  been  considerably  enlarged  and  no  further  trouble 
has  been  experienced. 


Several  new  service  connections  to  sewers  were  made  under  the 
supervision  of  this  department.  All  new  drain  installations  were  tested. 

Cleansing 

Refuse  Collection.  Household  refuse  is  uplifted  three  days  per  week, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Mill  of  Forest  area  where  refuse  is  collected 
twice  weekly.  Shop  refuse  is  collected  weekly,  g-rden  refuse  weekly,  and 
refuse  from  fish  shops,  butchers,  etc.  twice  per  week. 

The  need  for  the  purchase  of  a larger  and  more  powerful  refuse 
collection  vehicle  was  referred  to  in  my  report  for  1948  and,  arising  from 
this  report,  & suitable  vehicle  was  ordered.  Delivery  of  the  new  vehicle 
took  place  in  the  last  week  in  December. 

Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  by  four  men  operating  in  separate 
districts;  these  men,  in  addition  to  their  sweeping  duties,  act  as  refuse 
loaders  during  refuse  collection  in  their  respective  districts.  During 
the  summer,  additional  street  sweepers  operate  practically  full  time  in 
the  Brickfield  area;  in  winter  street  sweeping  is  reduced  to  three  days 
per  week.  With  the  continued  increase  in  building  ip  the  Brickfield  area 
it  is  obvious  that  a re-arrangement  of  sweeping  districts  will  be  required 
in  the  near  future. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  Burgh  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  tipping 
in  low  lying  marshy  ground  approximately  mile  outwith  the  Burgh  boundary. 
The  space  available  for  tipping  is  now  almost  full  apd  the  Council  would  be 
well/ 
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well  advised  to  consider  obtaining  or  earmarking  additional  ground  for 
this  purpose. 

The  refuse  coup  is  kept  in  reasonably  good  vtrdor  and  vcgniar  m-ap.rc«» 
taken  to  prevent  rat  infestation.  While  every  endeavour  is  made  to 
maintain  the  coup  in  good  order,  considerable  hindrance  to  our  efforts  is 
caused  by  indiscriminate  tipping  by  private  parties.  The  time  has  now 
come  with  the  little  space  left  for  our  use,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  erecting  a padlocked  gate  to  ensure  more  strict  control  of  private 
tipping. 

Salvage.  V/aste  paper  continued  to  be  collected  weekly,  and  there 
was  a tendency  for  the  amount  of  paper  salvaged  to  increase;  unfortunately, 
early  in  the  year,  the  market  for  the  disposal  of  waste  paper  suddenly 
dried  up  without  previous  warning  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that 
the  baled  paper  in  store  was  disposed  of,  and  then  only  at  a considerably 
reduced  price.  For  some  months  all  paper  collected  had  to  be  disposed  of 
by  burning  and  serious  consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of 
discontinuing  the  special  collection  of  paper.  However,  in  the  hope  that 
some  market  for  paper  would  eventually  turn  up,  and  in  the  interests  of 
keeping  the  coup  free  from  paper,  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  collection 
of  paper  for  the  time  being. 

Public  Lavatories.  All  public  lavatories  as  far  as  their  construction 
permit  continue  to  be  maintained  in  a clean  condition.  The  lavatories  are 
regularly  cleaned  but  I can  only  repeat  my  observations  in  previous  annual 
reports  regarding  the  urgent  need  for  improved  lavatory  accommodation  in 
the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  this  problem  being  dealt  with  in  the  immediate  future. 

Swimming  Pool. 

The  open  air  swimming  pool  continued  to  be  one  of  the  major  attractions 
for  summer  visitors  to  the  Burgh;  excellent  weather  experienced  during  the 
summer  induced  large  numbers  of  people  to  patronise  the  swimming  pool  either 
as  bathers  or  spectators  and  on  many  occasions  the  premises  were  filled  to 
capacity.  With  the  resumption  of  heating  the  water  in  the  pond,  many  more 
were  induced  to  bathe  than  normally  would  have  done.  The  bathing  water 
and  premises  wore  as  usual  maintained  in  first  class  condition  and  credit 
is  due  to  the  staff,  under  the  able  supervision  of  the  superintendent,  for 
the  high  standard  of  cleanliness  achieved.  As  indicated  in  my  1948  report, 
the  sterilization  of  the  bathing  water  was  by  the  break  point  chlorination 
method;  further  experimental  work  was  carried  out  to  improve  the  method 
cf  applying  this  technique.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  introduction  of 
this  type  of  water  treatment  to  the  Stonehaven  Pool  has  been  well  justified, 
as,  apart  from  improved  sterilisation,  the  complete  abatement  of  algal 
growth  has  been  achieved. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Informal  samples  of  zinc  ointment,  sausages,  mince,  lard,  sauce, 
sodium  bicarbonate,  camphorated  oil,  liquid  paraffin,  boric  acid  ointment, 
seidlitz  powders  were  taken  during  the  year.  One  sample  of  sausages  and 
one  sample  zinc  ointment  were  found  to  be  below  standard;  both  cases  were 
followed  up  by  the  taking  of  formal  samples.  Analysts  results  in  both 
cases  stated  that  the  samples  were  genuine. 


Nuisances. 


Routine  examination  of  premises  was  carried  out  and  nuisances  were 
dealt  with  in  terms  of  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  conditions  of  the  lades  passing 
through  the  Bridgefield  area.  Normally  these  lades  give  no  cause  for 
complaint,  but  with  the  structural  alterations  to  the  Mill  Inn  Hotel  and 
the  conversion  of  the  Meal  Mill  into  an  egg  grading  station,  circumstances 
arose  which  required  the  supply  of  water  to  the  lacj.es  to  be  temporarily  cut 
off.  As  the  drainage  from  the  two  already-mentioqed  properties  passed  o.t 
that  time  into  the  lade,  it  followed  that,  with  the  lack  of  sufficient  water 
for  dilution  purposes,  there  arose  grounds  for  complaint.  Steps  were 
taken/ 
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taken  to  have  the  lade  periodically  flushed  during  the  period  of  building 
operations  and  the  nuisance  abated. 

A further  complaint  arose  at  a later  date  from  the  area  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  dam  which  supplied  the  lades  referred  to  in  the  previous  complaint 
regarding  the  unpleasant  smell  which  came  from  the  dam  which,  for  some 
reason,  was  not  being  kept  full.  When  only  partly  full,  the  mud-covered 
bottom  of  the  dam  was  exposed  and  during  warm  weather  the  resulting  smell 
could  not  be  called  of  a pleasant  type.  The  matter  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  those  interested  in  the  dam  and  steps  were  taken  to  have 
sufficient  water  kept  in  the  dam  to  keep  the  mud  covered. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

There  are  36  factories  in  the  Factories  Register  for  the  Burgh.  All 
premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and,  where  necessary,  notices 
requiring  compliance  with  the  Factories  Act  were  issued.  In  no  case  was 
it  found  necessary  to  institute  prosecution  proceedings. 

Unsound  Food. 

In  terms  of  Section  43  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 
routine  food  inspection  resulted  in  a varied  selection  of  chiefly  tinned 
foods  being  seized  and  destroyed.  In  no.  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute 
court  proceedings.  The  weight  of  the  tinned  food  condemned  was  approxim- 
ately 40  lbs. 

Food  Hygiene. 

In  common  with  other  Burghs,  steps  were  taken  to  awaken  public  interest 
in  the  importance  of  improving  the  standards  of  cleanliness  of  premises 
where  food  is  stored,  prepared,  manufactured  or  exposed  for  sale.  The 
necessity  for  improved  methods  from  a hygiene  angle  in  the  handling  of 
foods  and  in  the  personal  cleanliness  of  food  handlers  was  generally 
accepted  by  all  concerned.  By  lectures,  film  shows,  etc.,  attention  was 
focussed  on  this  important  aspect  of  public  health  and  in  the  following 
year  it  is  hoped  that  some  positive  results  will  be  apparent. 

In  the  process  of  impressing  the  need  for  improvements  in  food  hygiene, 
considerable  criticism  was  heard  regarding  the  methods  of  butcher  meat 
delivery  in  the  Burgh.  The  attention  of  the  ministry  of  Food  had  been 
drawn  to  this  by  the  Council,  but  there  was  no  apparent  improvement  in  the 
conditions  causing  complaint.  Meat  carcases  inadequately  protected  and 
transported  in  open  lorries,  during  all  weather  conditions  does  not  for  a 
moment  conform  with  the  present  day  generally  accepted  food  hygiene 
principles;  apparentl3'-  these  conditions  are  not  confined  to  Stonehaven, 
but  appear  to  be  general.  At  any  rate,  as  much  can  be  taught  by  example, 
it  behoves  those  in  authority  to  set  their  house  in  order  and  have  such 
obviously  crude  conditions  and  methods  stopped  by  providing  vehicles  and 
personnel  suitable  in  every  respect  for  the  important  function  they  arc 
required  to  perform. 

General  and  Conclusions 

It  is  essential  at  all  times  that  good  sanitary  conditions  be 
maintained,  especially  so  in  a Burgh  which  caters  for  the  holiday-maker. 
Unfortunately,  the  river  Cowie  and  the  sea  have  not  dealt  gently  with 
Stonehaven,  and  the  beach,  famous  for  stones  rather  than  sand,  is  now  a 
place  of  rather  doubtful  attraction.  From  a Civil  Engineering  point  of 
view,  it  seems  generally  accepted  that  the  Cowie  River  will  require,  as  it 
now  docs,  to  flow  straight  into  the  sea.  Formerly  the  river,  when 
peaceful,  meandered  slowly  along  the  rear  of  the  Allardice  Street  properties 
to  join  the  Carron.  Nov/  the  old  course  or  bed  of  the  River  on  the  beach 
has  become,  to  say  the  least,  most  uninviting;  during  high  tides  water 
lies  in  the  hollows,  and  at  low  tide,  deposits  of  mud  and  scum  accumulate, 
accompanied  by  sea-weed  tangle,  old  tins  washed  up  by  the  sea,  and  rubbish 
which,  in  spite  of  warning  notices,  still  continues  to  be  deposited  on  the 
beach.  That  the  Cowie  will  return  to  its  course  seems  doubtful;  the 
clearing  and  scouring  effect  of  the  river  has  gone  and  the  Burgh  is  left 
v/ith  part  of  the  Beach  which  could  have  little  attraction  for  the  visitor. 
Should/ 
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Should  the  conditions  referred  to  continue  until  next  summer,  steps  mil 
require  to  be  token  to  bring  about  an  improvement. 

Apart  from  the  Beach  question,  it  would  be  fair  to  claim  that  the 
Burgh  has,  during  the  past  year,  enjoyed  a good  sanitary  condition,  a state 
of  affairs  that  can  only  be  obtained  with  the  continued  co-operation  of 
the  residents. 

BURGH  OF  BANCHORY 

Water  supply. 

During  the  year  the  supply  had  to  be  augmented  from  the  Aberdeen  supply, 
due  chiefly  to  unnecessary  waste  from  burst  pipes  and  defective  water 
fittings.  In  April,  a new  method  of  supervision  was  introduced  which  has 
proved  successful  and  greatly  reduced  pumping.  Despite  the  large  consumpt 
by  the  Glen  O'Dec  Sanatorium  and  the  new  potato  crisp  factory  (about 
8,000  gallons  each  working  day),  this  low  rate  of  pumping  is  being  maintained. 
Regular  inspections  by  the  Burgh  Plumber  quickly  locate  bursts  which  are 
immediately  reported  to  the  owner  and  his  plumber. 

Complaints  were  lodged  regarding  the  green  discoloration  of  sanitary 
ware.  Two  samples  taken  last  year  showed  a pH  value  of  5.8  and  6.1 
respectively.  After  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Council  agreed  to  take  further  samples. 

Samples  of  Water 

The  following  information  has  been  extracted  from  the  report  of  the 
analyst  on  four  samples  taken  on  9th  December,  1949. 

Low  Reservoir:  "Tap  in  Gorrybcg  - Hot  Water" 

Poisonous  Metals:  Lead  0.8  part  per  million; 

Copper  1.4  parts  per  million 

"Tap  in  Corrybeg  - Cold  Water" 

Poisonous  Metals:  Nil. 

Top  Reservoir:  "Tap  in  No.  1 Burnett  Terrace  - Hot  Water" 

Poisonous  Metals:  Lead  0.8  part  per  million; 

Copper  1.1  part  per  million. 

" Tap  in  No.  1 Burnett  Terrace  - Gold  Water" 

Poisonous  Metals:  Nil 

Drainage  System  and  Sewage  Purification 

The  public  sewers  arc  all  in  a fairly  good  condition  and  the  house 
drainage,  apart  from  the  older  houses,  is  satisfactory. 

In  the  Dccvicw  Road  Scheme,  the  Architect  connected  the  sub-soil 
drains  by  means  of  a trap  to  the  house  drains.  In  two  cases  the  main 
buchan  trap  choked  and  by  the  time  the  chokes  were  discovered  there  was 
18  inches  of  sewage  under  the  wood  floor  of  one  h.iuse  and  10-g-  inches  under 
the  floor  of  the  other.  In  view  of  this,  the  Architect  and  Messrs. 

Johnstone  &.  KcCombie,  Masons,  were  instructed  not  to  connect  the  sub-soil 
drains  to  the  house  drains  but  to  continue  the  9 inch  porous  concrete 
drain  terminating  at  present  at  the  prefab  No.  20  Woodsidc  Road,  straight 
up  behind  the  present  scheme  and  connect  the  new  sub-soil  drains  to  it. 

One  storm  overflow'  has  been  made  on  the  Ra.emoir  Road  sewer  opposite 
Petrie's  nursery.  Observati  ms  luring  heavy  rainfall  will  prove  whether 
it  will  be  necessary  to  c instruct  another  one.  In  any  event,  a drain  will 
have  to  be  laid  along  the  "itch  and  the  overflow  allowed  to  discharge  into 
a tank  well  away  from  the  houses,  otherwise  paper  and  solids  will  be 
discharged  directly  into  the  open  ditch.  It  was  pointed  out  to 
Mr.  Ironside,  Architect,  that  if  this  site  be  further  developed  the 
discharge  may  possibly  be  taken  into- a new  sewer.  He  has  promised  to  give 
this  matter  full  consideration.  Sooner  or  later,  consideration  will  have 
to  be  given  to  the  construction  of  a suitable  sewage  purification  scheme 
for  the  Burgh  as  the  pollution  of  the  River  Dee  is  increasing. 
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Ten  permanent,  semi-detached  cottages  were  started  in  September,  and 
progress  was  remarkably  good  until  the  outside  tradesmen  began.  They 
were  informed  that  it  was  essential  that  they  not  only  make  an  early  start 
but  that  a steady  rate  of  progress  be  maintained.  Fairly  good  progress  is 
being  maintained  meantime. 

Scavenging. 

The  street  sweeping  is  still  being  carried  out  by  hand,  resulting  in 
costs  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  amount  of  work  done.  A multi-purpose 
appliance,  as  already  suggested,  would  speed  up  work  and  reduce  labour  costs. 
The  household  and  sh'-p  refuse  is  being  collected  and  removed  by  the  Burgh 
tractor  and  trailer.  During  the  financial  year  1948-49,  a saving  of 
£212  was  effected. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

1.  Dry-closcts  Nil 

Privy-mi  d de  n s Nil 

Ashpits  in  use  Nil 

2.  Water  closets  used  in  common  by  2 - 3 tenants  10 

do.  4 tenants  1 

Houses  without  indoor  water  supply  and  sink  12 

As  formerly  the  most  common  h -using  defects  are  poor  light,  worn, 
defective  floors,  damp  walls,  low  ceilings  and  absence  of  sculleries. 

Host  of  the  properties  arc  ripe  for  reconstruction  or,  where  this  is 
impossible  or  impracticable,  demolition. 


Factories. 


There  are  10  factories  on  the  register  an  1 they  arc  mostly  kept  in 
a good,  sanitary  condition.  During  the  year  the  production  of  potato 
crisps  was  started  in  the  premises  vacated  by  Ogilvic,  Manufacturers  of 
mineral  waters.  The  premises  are  at  present  being  improved  and  a water 
closet,  proper^  disconnected,  is  to  be  built. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Six  test  samples  wer e taken  and  all  found  to  be  genuine. 

Dairies  a.nd  Mi lk shops. 

There  are  two  registero 1 dairies  within  the  Burgh. 

Slaughterhouse. 


Under  an  arrangement  with  the  County  C uracil  the  Burgh  Sanitary 
Inspector  acts  as  Heat  Detention  Officer.  The  slaughterhouse,  although 
kept  fairly  clean,  is  for  from  being  up  to  modern  requirements.  The 
drainage  is  very  bad  and  has  been  a source  of  complaint  for  some  years 
now.  This  matter  is  being  attended  to  by  the  County  Staff. 

Nuisances. 


The  nuisances  found  were  chiefly  choked  drains  and  defective 
sanitary  fittings.  The  following  work  has  been  done  during  the  year: 


Property  drainage  systems  reconstructed  1 
Branch  drains  renewed  or  repaired  3 
New  water  cl >scts  provided  1 
Waste  pipes  and  rain  water  conduct  ors  repaired  7 


General  and  Special  Inspections. 

Systematic  inspections  made  for  the  detection  of  nuisances  numbered  83. 
Five  complaints  of  a trifling  nature  were  reported  and  attended  to.  There 
arc  55  shops  on  the  register  and  63  visits  were  made. 
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Burial  Ground, 


There  is  one  Churchyard  in  the  Burgh  and  it  is  well  conducted.  Some 
drainage  will  he  carried  out  in  the  Spring  of  1950. 

Bur^h  Police  Act, 


Eighteen  plans  were  passed  during  the  year  for  alterations  and 
additions  to  existing  premises,  mostly  of  a minor  character. 


4.  BUBGH  OF  INVEBBERVIE 


General  Information 


Area 

Population 

Valuation 


208  acres 
1,032 
<£6,407 


Housing. 

A Housing  Survey  to  comply  with  the  various  Housing  Acts  and  to  find 
the  standard  of  habitability  of  the  houses  within  the  Burgh,  as  well  as 
the  degree  of  overcrowding,  was  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Appended  are:- 

(a)  Table  showing  the  standard  of  habitability  and  the  sanitary 

arrangements  of  the  houses. 

(b)  Table  showing  degree  of  overcrowding  in  these  houses. 

In  Appendix  (a)  it  will  be  observed  that  there  are  - 

(1)  312  houses  within  the  Burgh,  of  which  6 were  either  vacant  or 

under  reconstruction  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

(2)  170  houses  which  were  fit  in  all  respects  and  are  referred  to 

as  Category  "1". 

(3)  88  houses  which  were  found  to  have  defects  of  a minor  character 

and  which  are  classified  in  Category  "2". 

(4)  39  houses  which  have  major  defects  and  require  either  to  be 

reconstructed  or  demolished.  These  houses  are  referred  to  as 
Category  "3N. 

(5)  9 houses  which  were  considered  to  be  only  fit  for  demolition  and 

are  referred  to  as  Category  "4". 

It  will  be  noted  that  4 different  types  of  houses  have  been  referred 

to,  viz:- 

Ordinary  Houses:-  Houses  either  let  or  owner-occupied. 

Bub-lets:-  Houses,  part  of  which  are  let  by  a principal  tenant  and  may 
or  may  not  be  furnished. 

Council  Houses;-  Houses  belonging  to  the  Town  Council. 

Tied  Houses:-  Houses  which  are  occupied  or  given  to  persons  only  so 

long  as  they  arc  in  the  particular  post  or  employment, 
such  as  a manse  or  cottar  house. 

Sanit ary  Arm ngement s . 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  all  houses  have  an  inside  water  supply 
and  water  closet.  In  52  cases,  a W.C.  is  shared  by  two  tenants  and  in 
23  cases  by  three  tenants. 

Ovc  rcrowding. 


In  the  table  showing  the  degree  of  overcrowding,  thesizes  cf  the 
houses  can  easily  be  followed.  Most  of  the  one-apartment  houses  refer 
to  sub-lets.  Fifteen  cases  of  overcrowding  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
survey,  five  of  these  being  in  one-apartment  houses,  eight  in  two- 
apartrnent  houses,  one  in  a three -apartment  house  and  one  in  a four- 
apartment  house. 
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The  total  number  of  families  requiring  a house  of  over  3 apartments 
is  only  13.  The  number  of  houses  of  over  3 apartments  is  131.  It  is 
therefore  evident  that,  if  decanting  was  practicable,  overcrowding  in 
the  Burgh  could  be  remedied  without  the  building  of  larger  houses. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  but  plans  were  prepared 
for  the  erection  of  12  houses. 

Water  Supply. 


In  the  month  of  i.ic.y  a loss  of  water  amounting  to  32,600  gallons  per 
day  was  found  to  exist.  Water  Inspectors  from  Aberdeen  Corporation  were 
employed  to  examine  the  system  and  62  defects  were  located.  These  defects 
were  remedied.  This  work  reduced  the  loss  to  16,872  gallons  per  day. 
Repeated  inspections  failed  to  reveal  the  cruse  of  this  loss. 

The  total  yield  of  water  from  all  sources  during  the  Autumn  amounted 
to  only  27,000  gallons  per  day  and  with  the  loss  of  16,872  gallons  per  day, 
gave  rise  to  acute  shortage. 

Investigation  for  suitable  augmentation  was  undertaken  and  as  all 
possible  gravitation  sources  of  supply  had  been  fully  explored  in  the 
past,  search  was  confined  to  the  valley  of  the  River  Borvie.  A well  was 
dug  at  the  foot  of  the  braes  on  Haughs  Croft  to  a depth  of  26  feet  with 
negative  results.  A second  well  was  dug  on  an  island  ift  the  River  Bervie 
above  the  Upper  Mill  where  an  adequate  supply  of  good  quality  water  was 
obtained.  While  the  latter  well  was  being  dug,  attention  was  drawn  to 
two  springs  which  existed  on  the  Arbuthnott  Braes  on  the  farm  of  Pitcarry 
to  the  north  side  of  the  River  Bervie.  These  two  springs  were  opened 
up,  gauged  and  samples  taken.  After  several  gaugings,  the  minimum 
combined  yield  was  found  to  be  100,000  gallons  per  day  and  was  of 
excellent  quality  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

The  Council's  Water  Engineers,  Messrs.  Crouch  & Hogg,  Glasgow,  were 
instructed  to  prepare  a Scheme  for  the  introduction  of  these  springs  into 
the  Water  system.  A scheme  was  prepared  to  pump  the  water  to  the  Burgh's 
reservoir  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £3 ,300. 


Drainage. 


The  drainage  from  the  Burgh  discharges  into  the  sea  and  operated 
satisfactorily  during  a he  year. 

Scavenging. 

Refuse  collection  is  undertaken  by  contract  with  the  County  Council 
and  a twice-weekly  collection  is  in  operation.  Street  sweeping  is  done 
by  the  Town's  Officer  and  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

The  following  sanitary  inprovements  were  made  to  existing  houses: - 
Baths  Wash-hand  Basins  Sculleries  Sinks 

4 4 4 4 

Control  of  Civil  Building 

Four  Building  Licences  for  housing  improvements  were  granted 
amounting  to  £1,270. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

There  are  11  factories,  9 of  which  are  mechanical, 
inspections  were  made  throughout  the  yca.r. 
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BURGH  OF  LAURENCEKIRK 


Rater  supply. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Burgh  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  has  been 
well  maintained.  During  the  early  months  of  the  year  it  was  found  difficult 
to  keep  the  water  in  the  Johnston  Tank  at  overflow  level.  It  was  necessary 
to  shut  off  a section  of  the  supply  to  the  Burgh  for  a few  hours  during  the 
night  ftSr  6 consecutive  nights.  After  a general  survey  had  been  made  in 
the  Burgh  a large  burst  was  discovered  on  one  of  the  2"  Branch  Mains.  After 
repairs  had  been  carried  out  the  supply  again  reached  normal  and  the  overflow 
level  in  the  Johnston  Tank  has  been  maintained. 

Cleaning  and  Scavenging. 

As  I have  stated  in  my  previous  reports  the  collection  of  all 
household  and  shop  refuse  is  still  being  carried  out  once  per  week  by  means 
of  a Tractor  and  Tipping  Waggon.  The  amount  of  House  and  Shop  refuse 
collected  during  the  gear  was  approximately  510  tons,  of  which  14  tons, 

12  cwt. , 2 qrs.  was  wastepaper. 

The  street  gullies  and  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed  during  the 

year. 

Sewage  Disposal 


The  new  system  of  Sewage  Disposal  which  the  Council  decided  to  carry 
out  at  a tot'd  cost  of  >€17,170  is  now  nearing  completion.  The  work  was 
started  in  November,  1948,  and  should  be  finished,  if  material  is  available, 
in  two  - three  months. 

Housing 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  by  the  Town  Council  during  the  year. 
Burial  Grounds 


The  East  Parish  Church  Burial  Grounds  within  the  Burgh  is  closed  for 
interments.  With  a view  to  effecting  some  improvement,  the  Council  have 
decided  to  carry  out  some  work  such  as  the  levelling  up  of  some  of  the 
ground  and  the  removal  of  all  old  railings,  etcetera.  The  work  on  the 
addition  to  the  Laurencekirk  Joint  Cemetery  was  completed  during  the  year. 
No  interments  have  yet  been  made. 

Slaughterhouses 


As  stated  in  previous  reports,  two  of  the  private  slaughterhouses 
within  the  Burgh  are  now  in  use,  one  b^ing  occupied  by  the  Fire-Service  and 
the  other  as  a Workshop.  The  other  private  Slaughterhouse  which  belongs 
to  x.'x.  A.  Taylor,  Butcher,  remains  empty. 
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